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claim to. 


TO THE. 


BRITISH PLANTERS: 


GENTLEMEN, 


N unintereſted defire of rendering ſer- 
A vice to the public, and not an idle 
whim, or vanity to appear in print, has 
induced the editors of the following facts to 
publiſh them. Author is a title they lay no 


By their unornamented energy alone is meant 


to gain the reader's attention, and to enforce 


the facts advanced; therefore, without further 
apology, they are preſented to you in a plain 
dreſs, to point out ſome meaſures that were 
taken to miſlead the legiſlature, whereby the 
African trade, in the year 1750, was put upon 


ſuch a plan, as, by the event, has proved ex- 
treamly detrimental to the Britiſh colonies. On 


that account, the following ſheets can be ad- 
dreſſed to none ſo properly as to you. 
We flatter e it will evidently appear 
by the contents of the following pamphlet, 
that the forts on the coaſt of Africa, are by no 
means upon a proper eſtabliſhment; likewiſe 
that the preſent method of carrying on the Afri- 
can trade to thoſe parts where the forts are fitu- 
ated, by the very high price given for Negroes 
there, which occaſions the profit ariſing to be 
a 2 divided 
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divided between the European merchants and 
the African traders, but muſt become ex- 
treamly burthenſome and diſadvantageous to 


you, we believe every real planter will allow. 
We cannot admit certain individuals to be 


eſteemed real planters, notwithſtanding they 


may have one or more plantations, when at the 


ſame time they are concerned as merchants in 
the colonies, who procure the ſhips from the 
coaſt of Africa to be conſigned to them; of 


which, it is conjectured (and not without foun- 


dation) many of them are part owners; for 
theſe apparent reaſons, . it being their intereſt 
to keep up the price of Negroes ſo conſigned to 


them, as all ſuch advance encreaſes their 


commiſſions. Therefore, in our humble opi- 
nion, no attention ought to be paid to any re- 
monſtrance from - ſo much intereſted, or 
from thoſe merchants who reſide in Europe, 
that are connected with them, againſt any pro- 
poſals that may be offered for the general uti- 
lity of the colonies, which has been the caſe; 
and in conſequence, very detrimental meaſures 
have been purſued through the miſrepreſenta- 
tion of ſuch opponents. = 

Should ſuch deſtructive meaſures be conti- 
nued, an abſolute diminution of the annual in- 
come from your eſtates in the colonies muſt in- 
evitably enſue, whether from the want of Ne- 


. groes, or your purchaſing them at too high a 


rate. In either caſe, it will prevent your being 


able to raiſe as much ſugar, and other plan- 


tation product you would otherwiſe do, or 
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| 3 ns: 
to take off as great a quantity of the manu- 
factures of the mother-country, as were you 
to have a ſufficient number of Negroes at rea- 
ſonable prices. Relying upon the above allega- 
cations, with thoſe you will find in the courſe of 
the following pamphlet, the editors preſume 
you will think it moſt expedient and conducive 
for your intereſts, without loſs of time, to ap- 
ply to the legiſlative power, in order that ſome 
ſpeedy and effectual meaſures be taken and 
carried into execution for rerr:eving, better re- 
gulating and extending that valuable branch of 
the Britiſb oommerce, the African trade. 
The preſent ſeems the moſt proper time for 
ſo great a national purpoſe, in order to prevent 
the French getting the ſtart of you, which they 
will exert all their power and abilities to ef- 


2 fedt 1 for they are Now not only making great 
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preparations to carry on that trade themſelves, 
but they have already made ſeveral contracts 
with Britiſb merchants to ſupply them with 
Negroes. So intent are they to ſecure, by every 
method they can contrive, as great a number 
as poſſible of thoſe uſeful people, on which 
the proſperity of the French colonies depend : 
beſides, as peace is concluded, his majeſty's 
miniſters, in whoſe department it is, will have 
leiſure to examine minutely into the reaſons that 
induced you to make ſuch application. There- 
fore there cannot be a doubt from their known 
abilities, and willingneſs to promote the public 


good by their care of the trade and commerce of 
theſe kingdoms, but they will give their moſt 


ſerious 


(C it 
ſerious attention to any propoſal you may lay 
before them for ſo good a purpoſe, as the ex- 
tending and preſerving the African trade; and 
will be as deſirous as yourſelves to purſue ſuch 
plan as appears to them moſt reaſonable for pro- 
moting the general advantage of the Britiſb co- 
lomes, and conſequently the mother- country. 
The editors will not intrude farther on your 
time, than to hope ſomething will be done to 
ſecure that valuable branch of commerce to the 
Britiſh ſutjefts, they being very deſirous to 
promote the proſperity of the Britiſb colontes, 
and to aſſure you that they are with great re- 
ſpect, __ 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, and moſt. 


5 Humble ſervants, 
London, 5 
11 April, 1763. 


The EDIT ORS. 
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As far as it is relative to the 22 35 


Colonies, and the African Trade. 


INCE the preliminary articles of peace were 
publiſhed by authority, we have heard 
many perſons in coffee-houſes and other 
laces,. cenſure and blame our negotiators, for 

their not having obtained better terms. | 

They ſay, that our acquiſitions in North Ame- 
rica are of little conſequence: yet when theſe ac- 
uiſitions were in poſſeſſion of our enemies, they 
chotight them of ineſtimable value, Can the meer 

alienation of any property cauſe ſo ſudden a dimi- 

nution of its original worth ? Surely then pique 
or diſlike to ſome of our peace-makers, or private 

intereſt to have the war continued, muſt have 

*Z hurried theſe men beyond the bounds. of reaſon, 
For if they would give themſelves the leaſt time 

d o reflect ſeriouſly, and judge diſpaſſionately, they 

-— would find, that by retaining our conqueſts in 

North America (which are extended beyond our 

moſt ſanguine expectations) the greateſt benefit 

and utility muſt ariſe to this the mother- country; 
inaſmuch as we have put ourſelves in ſuch a ſitua- 
"oo tion 


t 3 * | 
tion not only in- the north, but alſo in che ſouthern 
parts, that it is to be hoped our inland ſettlers will 
live in a perfect ſtate of tranquillity ; and his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects carry on and cultivate that great 

branch of the Britiſh commerce, without dread of 
the Indians, or interruption from the ſubjects of 
any foreign nation. This good effect ſurely muſt 
be allowed to be of immenſe importance and ad- 
vantage to Great Britain; and would not have 
been the caſe if we had kept the ſugar colonies 
ceded to France, inſtead of part of our continen- 
tal conqueſts. 

What was the 000 of the war but the ne- 
gotiators of the laſt peace not ſettling the diſtinct 
limits and boundaries of the territories we and 
the French were to have in North America? We 
rejoice thoſe limits are now ſettled, and hope lo 
effectually as to prevent future diſputes. : 

Among the many altercations concerning the 
preliminary articles, and the abilities of our 
negotiators, it muſt be allowed, with reſpect 
to the commercial intereſt of this country, there is 
a noble Lord in high office, and of the cabinet, 
whoſe acknowledged capacity, great application, 
and long experience, at a board where he ſo judi- 
ciouſly and eminently preſided, made him a moſt 
competent judge what meaſures were proper to be 
taken for the ſecurity, improvement, and exten- 
fion of the trade and commerce of Great-Britain 
and her colonies. Therefore, we cannot doubt, 
but his majeſty has been well and faithfully ad- 
viſed as to that part of our pacific negotiations; 
becauſe the patriotic ſpirit, honour and integrity 
of that nobleman are univerſally known and ap- 
proved. It is not amiſs to lay down as a maxim, 
that in general the information of merchants is 
not to be depended on by the legiſlature, with re- 


ipect to. trade and commerce, for many other, 
| beſides 
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beſides this principal reaſon; to wit A trade may 
be very profitable to a particular merchant, city 
or town, and, at the fame time, be very pernici- 
ous to the general intereſt of the nation, is a moſt 
notorious fact. Have we not heard many falſ- 


2 hoods aſſerted, and ſeen many erroneous calcula- 
tions laid before the public, with an intereſted. 
view of obtaining ſuch private ends, and of de- 


feating in ſome very eſſential points the public 


Whatever ſelf intereſted people may clamour to 


the contrary, there cannot be a doubt but his ma- 
jeſty and his miniſters, in their negociations, have 


given the moſt ſerious attention to the univerſal 
good of this country, without confining their views, 
or partially regarding whether North America is 
more valuable than the Sugar Mands, becauſe each 
merited their notice and care, being both of ineſti- 
mable value to the mother- country, and recipro- 
cally ſo to each other; and all three ſo eſſentially 
connected, that whatever happens to the diſadvan- 
tage of the one, muſt in proportion affect the 
other. For the Weſt India iſlands depend upon 
North America, in a great meaſure, for proviſions, 
mill, and other timber; as well as for horſes, cat- 
tle, and many things abſolutely neceſſary for 
the uſe of the plantations ; which are paid for in 


3 /pecie, ſugar, rum, melaſſes, and other plantation- 


produce : moreover, the melaſſes being diſtilled 
into rum in North America, are of great advantage 
to the merchants there, in carrying on the African 
trade directly from thence, which enables them to 
make returns for thoſe manufactures, &c. they 
receive from hence with greater facility. All poſſi- 
ble care ſhould be taken to prevent his majeſty's 
ſubjects purchaſing ſugar, rum, and particularly 
melaſſes, in the French iſlands, by prohibiting their 
1mportation into North America, by laying a 
= * B 2 higher 
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higher duty upon thoſe articles than that laid by | 
an act, made in the ſixth year of bis late bin = 4 | 
reign, entitled, An act for the better ſecuring 
* and encouraging the trade of his majeſty's ſugar 
* colonies, c. whereby ſuch high duties were 
laid on all foreign ſugars, rums, and melaſſes, to 
be imported into any of his majeſty's colonies in 
America, as, it was thought, would anſwer all the 
ends of a prohibition. 1 

But experience has ſnewn that law, and alſo 
thoſe paſſed in the 1 2th and 15th Car. II. are too 
weak to anſwer the purpoſes for which they were 
deligned ; and that ſome more effectual remedies 
muſt be found to prevent the Britiſh traders of 
North America importing foreign. ſugar, rum, 

and melaſſes, which was a great trade carried on 
by them from the French iſlands before the war; 
and by that means the commodities from North 
America, wanted in the ſugar iſlands, were greatly . WY . 

. advanced to the Britiſh planters. And as the northern | 
traders often refuſed to take any thing from them 
but ready money, which drained them of almoſt all | 
their gold and ſilver, for want of which they were 
often brought into great diſtreſs; therefore all the 
money the North American traders uſed to receive 
from the Britiſh planters, was carried to foreign 
ſugar colonies, and there laid out in the purchaſe 

of ſugar, rum, and melaſſes, which were carried 
to our northern colonies, and there ſupplied the 
place of ſugar, rum, and melaſſes from the Bri- 
tiſh ſugar iſlands ; and conſequently robbed them 
not only of the conſumption of ſo much of their 
product, but alſo of their gold and ſilver too. 

Whereas if the planters in the foreign colonies 
were obliged to purchaſe what they want from the 7 
Britiſh ſubjects with ready money only, and not 
allowed to give their ſugar, rum, and melaſſes in 
barter for the ſame, it would make the Mg 6 3 
17 "ff that 
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that trade for the future much more in our favour 
than it has been againſt us; becauſe we having fo 
greatly extended the Britiſh dominion, on the con- 
tinent of America, the French in their ſugar 
iſlands cannot be ſupplied with what they want 
from thence but by the Engliſh; therefore the 
Britiſh traders may chuſe to be paid for their mer- 
chandizes in ſuch manner as they ſhall pleaſe, which 
the French will be under a neceſſity of complying 
with 

It is well known to thoſe who are acquainted 
with the ſugar iſlands, that the profits of the plan- 
ter depend upon the vent he finds for his rum and 
melaſſes; for if ſugar only, and no rum and me- 
laſſes could be. produced from the fugar cane, it 
would hardly pay the expence of culture, and ma- 

nufacturing it into ſugar. Therefore as the con- 

ſumption of rum and melaſſes is ſtopped or in- 

creaſed, the ſugar colonies (whether Engliſh or fo- 

reign) muſt reſpectively thrive or decline. And as 

rum is not allowed to be imported into old France, 

or any. of its colonies (becauſe it interferes with 

brandy, which is the product of the mother-coun- 

try) this evidently ſhews how much it is in the 

power of Great-Britain to check the progreſs of 
the French ſugar iſlands, and advance that of her 

own. For if the bringing French rum and. me- 

laſſes into any of the Britiſh dominions, can be ef- 
fectually ſtopped, all the profits made by rum and 

melaſſes, in the French ſugar colonies, would be 

loft to them; becauſe they could find no vent for 

it in any other part of the world. 

This point ſtrictly attended, and invariably ad- 
hered to, and the African trade ſecured to the Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects, to the extent of their natural and 
undoubted right, would diminiſh the growth of 
ſugar in the French iſlands, and increafe it in our 
own; and might, with the addition of our new 
acquiſitions, very probably in the courſe of ſome 

| years, 
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years, be a means of enabling the Engliſh to un- WW | 
deerſel them at all foreign markets in Europe, and 8 
confine them to their own conſumption. There- i 
fore it is humbly ſubmitted to the conſideration f 
the legiſlative power, whether this trade, ſo appa- 


rently hurtful to the national intereſt of rhisking- 
dom, (which will moſt certainly be carried on in V 
the ſame manner it was before the war) ought not 4 


ro be ſtopped without delay ; and the importation 
of foreign ſugar, rum, or melaſſes, into any of 
the Britiſh colonies in North America, prohibited 
under ſuch penalties, and with ſuch encourage- 
ments to inform and ſeize, as may be adequate to 
the crime, in order to put an effectual ſtop to ſuch 
a pernicious and deſtructive commeree. 
From what has been before obſerved, it will, it 
is preſumed, evidently appear how neceſſary it 
mult be for the advantage of the Britiſh ſugar co- 
Tonies, to promote as much as poſſible the ſale and 
conſumption of rum and melaſſes, upon which, 
in a great meaſure, the well-being and proſperity 
of the planters depend. On that account, and in- 
order to promote ſuch deſirable purpoſe, ſuppoſe 
the duties on meaſles, and the exciſe on rum, were 
to be lowered, ſuch procedure would favour our 
| plantations 1n their rivalſhip with France, and the 
3 ———— leſſening theſe duties will, in a great meaſure, 
Wh | prevent the ſmuggling of foreign brandy to ſuch 
1 a degree, as may probably augment the revenue 


* ariſing therefrom, by a greater quantity of rum ang 
K. mueelaſſes being diſpoſed of, which conſequently 1 
* muſt conſiderably encreaſe our navigation; and the F 
„ diſadvantage to our rivals in trade will be in pro- ; 
| * portion to our ſucceſs. Beſides, rum, if it can be 


47100 got at a reaſonable rate, will greatly increaſe the 
; conſumption of malt ſpirits, by mixing them in 
1 ſuch proportion as are ſuitable to the palate of an 

i infinite variety of people. This 1s evident 5 
0 | | the 


| = 

22 the great quantities, and the various prices that 
1 ſpirits. are ſold for under the denomination of rum, 
d which are from 5. or 75. to 105. per gallon. 78 
_ The trade carried on between Great Britain, : 
f Ireland, North America, the Weſt India iſlands 
wy and Africa, is of greater advantage to this coun- 
3 try, than all our other trades whatſoever, ariſing 
n from the great exportation of Britiſb manufactures, 
* Eaſt India goods, proviſions as well as Iinens from 
n X Treland, which are paid for with ſpecze, ſugar, to- 
f bacco, rice, cotton, and other plantation- produce; 
oy and with the commodities of Africa, ſuch as gold- 
- duſt, bees wax, elephants teeth, gum Senegal, various 
ny ſorts of dying woods, and particularly Negroes for | 
h the plantations; whence it manifeſtly appears, upon | 
_— the African trade, and the invaluable commerce | 
Ie of our colonies, above two-thirds of the Britiſh | | 
1 navigation depends; and for this very obvious rea- | 
# ſon it may be aſſerted, that in the veſſels employed | 
d for ſaid traffic, the moſt uſeful ſailors for manning 
„, his majeſty's navy (the great bulwark of this na- | 
* tion) are bred; becauſe they are inured to the 
by manner of living on board ſhips, as well in the | 
S hot as in the cold climates; which is not the caſe 
e of ſailors taken out of coaſting veſſels, colliers, and 
F traders to the north ſeas, as hath been frequently 
= experienced by the many (very uſeful) lives in our 
. expeditions to the Eaſt and Weſt Indies being loſt; 
N and that fatality, was . chiefly owing to their not 
e having been accuſtomed to live on ſalt proviſions, 
4 and to bear the exceſſive heat of the climate, 
* which they were unacquainted with, and unprac- 
e. 2 . "yg a 


x To prevent the like cataſtrophes hereafter, when 

> occaſion ſhall require, we would propoſe the chu- , _ 

ſing out of the leveral ſhips that may lie in the / // 

harbours of Great-Britain, ſuch ſailors only as ſhall 

have been a voyage or more to the hot countries, 
7 £3 DR 
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{ome time on board ſhips of war in a cold climate, 
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to man ſuch expedition fleets for thoſe parts of 


the world, where the ſun's power is ſtrong, as the 
more probable means of 2 the lives of a 
great number of thoſe valuable ſailors, who may 
not have had a ſeaſoning, and have been moſtly 
employed in the coafting trade and ſhort voyages. 

We have been induced to throw out this hint; in 
hopes that 1t may engage the attention of fome 


more able pen, to form a ſcheme for ſuch a good, 
humane, and noble end, before the commence- 


ment of another war.“ 5 

It muſt be allowed by thoſe who have a general 
knowledge of the trade and commerce of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, that the Negro trade on the 


coaſt of Africa, is the chief and fundamental ſup- 


port of the Britiſh colonies, by ſupplying them with 


that race of uſeful people called Negroes, to be 
employed in cultivating the lands. But when there 


is either a deficiency of them, or that they are 


purchaſeable but at high prices, then ſuch checks 
muſt greatly impoveriſh our Britiſh 1 z and 
in conſequence, conſiderably diminiſh the wealth, 

ower, trade and navigation of theſe kingdoms, 
the encreaſe of which has been, in a great mea- 
ſure, owing to the extenſive commerce to and 


from our colonies and plantations : therefore their 


not being properly ſupplied with Negroes, muſt 
be extremely detrimental to them; which induces 
us to make ſome obſervations upon a memorial 
taken notice of in the Public Ledger, of the third 
of November laſt, wherein it was aſſerted, that 
fir William Meredith, one of the reprefentatives in 

arliament for the town of Liverpool, had pre- 
Fenced a memorial to the right honourable the earl 


* 


elt is here humbly meant, not to ſend thoſe ſailors that may 
be preſſed out of colliers, or coaſting veſſels, directly on ſouthern 
voyages, till they have been uſed to live upon ſalt proviſions for. 


& 
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of Egremont; one of his majeſty's principal ſeere- 
c 


taries of ſtate, ** ſetting forth the great advantages 


= «+ of the trade of Guadaloupe, where they received 
„ 224,605). 115. 2 4.“ for 12,347 ſlaves, the- 


2 <«« cargoes of 41 ſhips, purchaſed in Africa with 
„ Britiſh manufactures; praying that the poſſeſ- 


4 ſion of that iſland might be thought of in the 


„ negotiation for peace, if not incompatible with 


„the general ſcheme of affairs.” This 
we could not have ex 
7 F or gg Dh the great Hardman is no more. 
Had he 

wondered at, as he was noted for his contriving, 
and being induſtrious at procuring and preſenting, 
X memorials and petitions. He even influenced 


from that quarter, 


n living, it would not have been 


ſome merchants of the town of Rippon in York- 


ſmire, to petition the parliament, when that great 
and important trade to Africa was under its con- 
ſideration. He likewiſe prevailed on many other 


towns to petition, all as little intereſted and con- 


needed with the trade of ®Afgica, as Rippon ; and 
ſaid Rippon was never famol for any other manu- 


factory, that we could hear of, but that of making 


3 ſpurs; and the cream of the jeſt is, that not a 


fingle pair, as a commercial article, was ever ſent 
to Africa; at the ſame time many other meaſures 


were purſued, very ſingular methods taken, and 
| abſolute untruths aſſerted as facts, to miſlead the 
2 legiſlature, in order, as it is ſuppoſed, to prevent 
the forts and ſettlements being put upon a proper 

eſtabliſhment, that were all as inconſiſtent as the 


„ 18 ir7 

Rippon petition. | 
7s v1 _ 
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It was at or period boldly adyanced at the 
bar of the houſe of Commons, and with great in- 


duſtry propagated among the members, that the 


forts in Africawereonly uſeful, as marks of poſſeſſion a Ws 


® Suppoſed to be paid for in plantation-produce, 
"> . and 


j 


5 


4 8 
and ſovereignty; which, if true, why has 19,5657. 
145. 2 d. ſterling been expended in building part of 
a fort at Anamaboa, to the goth June, 1756, as ap- 
pears by the African committee's accounts to that 
time, when the further building of that fort was 
put under the direction of the hoard of ordnance ? 
which ſum has been ſince paid by the public more 
than the annual grant of 10,000/7. then inſiſted as 
ſufficient for the ſupport of the forts. But we have 
been informed, thoſe prevaricating advocates have 
ſince altered their opinion, and think it a very in- 
adequate ſum for ſuch purpoſe: and it appears by 
the votes of the honourable houſe of Commons, 
application has been made to parliament to enlarge 
the annual grant; and there was granted for the 
year 1761, 13, 000. and for the year 1762, the 
ke ſum, by which it is congeftured the ſaid advo- 

_ cates have found it: hſolutely neceſſary that the 
forts ought to be kept in a better ſtate than that of 
marks of poſſeſſion and ſovereignty onl x. 

But that cannot bgſþd@ne, when we conſider in 
what manner the mo granted by parliament to 
the African committee, is appropriated in Africa 
which the government never receives any account of 
' The great argument made uſe of ro the then 
miniſters+, to obtain a diſſolution of the late Afri- 
cari company, by the advocates for the preſent 
ſyſtem, was, that 10,000/. was quite adequate and 
ſufficient for the ſupport and maintenance of the 
forts. This, I believe, was one of the ſtrongeſt 

* It appears by the accounts of that board, there has been ex- 
pended by them to the 31ſt March, 1761, in finiſhing faid fort 
15,24 J. 18s, 3 4. ſo that rebuilding it has coſt 34,590/. 12s. 
5 4. ſterling, which fort is only uſeful for the defence of the 7 
Negroes in the town under it, and to protect them from their 
enemies of their own colour, who have no cannon or mortars, 
and to defend the landing-place, that no ſhip of force can get near. 


+ His grace the d—e of N——le, ſ——y of ſt— e; the WF 
right honourable Hy P—lh—m, fuſt lord of the t——y, and 
cr Of the er. ; b | 
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I for choſe. miniſters adopting their 3 
| ee be n th, a8 en Schr 4 
ſertions at that time made uſe f. 
The late company, from their experience, in- 
„ A ited that ſum was very inſufficient; which it really 
as, even to give in preſents annually to the prin- 
ipal natives, to cultivate ſuch an intereſt as is not 
1 ny neceflary,. but abſolutely eſſential to ſupport 
and promote the honour, power, e and 
„ Pa of Great Britain on the coaſt. of Africa, 
Forever, there has been granted, ſince — forts 
| PVere put under the care of the preſent Africa 
committee for their ſupport, from 2d February, 
77757. a 2d February, 1763, Aare whi 
is 11,3330. 65, 8 d. per annum, excluſive of what 
was expe dended in building the fort at Annamaboa. 
Notwithſtanding ſaid grants, the forts have not 
been kept even“ as marks of n and ſo- 
vereignty ; which undeniable 3 che editor i is 
Y ready to prove, if called u | 
Mourn! mourn}, O Liu pes, 3 the loſs of 
f ay great hero and champion, Who was. at all 
times ready to enter the Jiltggy defence of thy trade 
q and commerce. But, Ba rejoice; for what 
J may have been for the advantage of the town of 
F N a: be 2 be — md Prer 
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7 þ appear Nom — — memo- 
rial. For I believe it will be allowed, if we were 
do enereaſe and extend the number of our colonies 
in North America, and the Weſt- Indies, it would 
be diſadvantageous to Great Britain, unleſs they 
ied with a ſufficient number of beate 
for their defence and cultivation, at as IC: 


The African committee have alfo received to the nd of he 
year 1756, 1620. 85. 84. for ſome of the late ben ef- 
fects, and for admiſſions into the new 22 2 


S an 


an exfirice as poſſible; without taking the hands 


{ 12 * 


that are uſeful and neceſſary in huſbandry, and the 


ſeveral manufactures of the mother country. 


Then ſurely, as Guadaloupe was ſurrendered by 
capitulation to the Britiſh arms, no longer than 


fines the gth day of May, 1759; and as the mer- 


chants of Liverpool had imported 12, 347 Negroes 
into that ifland ſome” months ago, which ' muſt 
have been the caſe, or they could not have had ſo 
exact an account; we may well conclude that a 
great number of Negroes have alſo been carried to 
Cuadaloupe, and the other conquered iſlands, by 
the merchants of London, Briſtol, and other ports, 
that carry on a trade to Africa,” and have: been 
cartying negroes from the time they had the laſt 
accounts, which we may ſuppoſe to be at leaſt ſix 
months preceding the merchants of Liverpoobs 
memorial being preſented to lord Egremont. 
This muſt be undoubtedly of great advantage 


to the French planters, and extremely detrimental 


to our North American and Weſt India colonies, 


for want of the Negroes that have been fold to 
Ws; which muſt conſequently 
cauſe a ſcarcity, and enhance the price of thoſe 


thoſe conquered iſſa 


carried to the real colonies of Great Britain. Be- 
cauſe the merchants of Liverpool, and others con- 


cerned in the African trade, muſt be truly ſenſible, 


that they can find beneficial markets in dur colonies 
for treble the number of Negroes they ean purchaſe 
with Britißß manufactures. So that the conſump- 


tion of thoſe manufactures ts not encreaſed, as they 


would inſinuate, by their ſelling Negroes to the 


French iflands (for fo I'muſt call them while they 
have French inhabitants) when the ſelling ſuch Ne- 


groes is 10 apparently diſadvantageous 1 to our co- 
lonies .that are inhabited by Britiſh ſubjects; on 
which account weſubmit, whetheras we are to give 


back to France cs Guadaloupe, Mariga- 
— lante, 


* 
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Tante, | Deferide, and &. Lucia, orders ſhould not 

be immediately ſent to the governors of ſuch 

iſlands, to prevent Britiſh ſubjects ſelling any Ne- 
groes to the French,” Which it would be impolitie 

15 do, even were we to have l | an ppt of / 

them.” 2 

The Mhips' aha: Burde been gtted out, and are 
upon their voyages with an intention to ſell Ne- 
groes on the French iſtands, may diſpoſe of them in 
the adjacent Britiſb colonies, where they will meet 
with purchaſers for any number, at ſuch prices as 
will make their voyages profitable. Therefore 
ſuch order will not be hurtful to the merchants, 
but of great advantage to the Britiſo r and 
conſequently ſo to this country. 

It is for that reaſon we inſiſt it was our intereſt 
to return thoſe iſlands to France, to whom (if pro- [ 
per ſteps' are purſued by us) they muſt and Wil 6 
become a continuahexpence, burthen and incum- 
brance; nor would our retention of them have 
been an advantage to us: for as the inhabitants 
are French, we muſt always have kept a military 
force there at a very great expence, of which re- 
cruiting would be no ſmall part. And one great 
conſideration ought to be, the number of Britiſh 
| fabjefs that would die in that unhealthy climate, if 
they were only the ſoldiers that muſt annually be 
ſent to complete the regiments neceſſary to be kepr 
on that ſervice. That ſervice alone would be pro- 
dauctive of a great expence; and the loſs of fo 
many ſubjects would H_ oY detrimental to 
2 Great Britain. | 
 - Beſides, for argument 8 fake, let us uppen we 
nad kept Martinico, Cuadaloupe, St. Lucia, Mari- 
galante and Deſerade, it would have been highly 
diſadvantageous to the Britiſb planters, and muſt 
preiudice them much in their circumſtances, ſo as 
in a tho! rt time to reduce the old Britiſh ſugar 


4 illands, 


mingo. Hence it appears, that great care muſt be 
to do after thoſe iſlands are reſtored to France; as 


courſe our countrymen have had with them for the 


ballance of trade from foreign countries, and in 


— 


6.36 3 
iſlands, now ſo populous and flouriſhing, to ſuch 4 
ſtate, that it made me tremble to think of it; be- 
cauſe the Britiſh African traders would ſupply thoſe 
illands taken from the French with Negroes, in 
preference to the old Bri4i/> colonies ; which fully 
appears by the number they have been ſupplied _ 
with already; and as thoſe iſlands are now ceded = 
to France, will be of great advantage to the plan- 
ters therein, by their having been in our poſſeſſion, 
on account of the Negroes they have purchaſed e 
cultivate their plantations, And had we kept ſaid 

iſlands, as ſoon as they had been ſufficiently ſtock d. 

they would have carried on 4 trade for the redun- 
dant Negroes with their countrymen at St. Do- 


taken to prevent their having it in their power fo 
we do not in the leaſt doubt, but from the inter- 


fake of profit, contracts will be made for ſuch anti: 
national purpoſe. And ſuch a commerce would 
enable them and the planters of St. Domingo te 
cultivate ſugar and other plantation · produce ſuffi · 
cient to ſupply all Europe; and by ſuch means 
prevent Great Britain's reaping the advantage that 
ſhe derives from the exportation of the produce of 
her colonies: which is fo eſſential a benefit to her, 
and is one of the firſt cauſes of our receiving a 


which the landed intereſt, merchants and manu- 
facturers of Great Britain and Ireland, as alſo the 
planters and merchants in our colonies, are fo mate - 
rially concerned and intereſted; For the lands in 
Britain muſt always riſe and fall in proportion as 
our manufactures and navigation proſper or de- 
cline, and the national revenue encreaſe or diminiſh, 
as the trade of our eolonies is in- a more or leſs 
flouriſhing way. ? N 


1 
Therefore is it not evident, that there is not a 
man in this kingdom, who, in proportion to his 
poſſeſſion and property in the community, does 
not partake of the benefits and advantages accru- 
ing from the African, North American, and Weſt 


aias trades; and who would not be a ſufferer in 


portion to his ſituation in life, ſnould they di- 


prop n 1d 
$7 miniſh, by falling into the hands of people belong- 


ing to any other nation? where, ſuppbſing it to 
be the caſe, the profit of thoſe valuable trades 
For notwithſtanding the advantage the French 
inhabitants would have had by our retention of 
thoſe iſlands, they would take nothing from us for 
the uſe of themſelves, or their plantations, bur 
what they were obliged to out of the greateſt ne- 
ceſſity; as we have no wines to ſupply them with, 
which are proper for that country: ſo that they 
would have their wines, and every thing elſe theß 
could poſſibly procure, from France; having been 
accuſtomed from their infancy to wear French, 
which they would ever look: on as their own native 
manufactures. And ſorry I am to ſay, too many 
of them are uſed in the Britiſh colonies, as well 
as in this country. For which reaſon they would 
always have a diſlike to Britiſh manufactures, and 
that would induce them to purſuè every mea- 
— to ſmuggle their own into thoſe iſlands; and 
for the ſalte of profit, many Engliſh traders would 
be induced to carry them from the Iſle of Man, 
=\ Guernſey, Jerſey, and other places, in preference 
co thoſe of their own country, which has already 


; | been the caſe. But ſuppoſing it not ſo, the real 


profits of thoſe iſlands,” while poſſeſſed by French 
inhabitants, would not center in Great Britain, 
but in France; becauſe, on account of the diffe- 
rence in religion, they would ſend their children 
thither for education, and make proviſion for them- 
419 | ; ſelves 
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ſelves to retire there, always looking upon it as 

their home. Even ſo our planters do in regard to 
Great Britain; for all thoſe who goto the; Weſt 
Indies, or are born there, have no intention: to end 
their days in that climate, but are always aiming 
to lay by a ſufficiency to go home, as they call it ; 
that is, the Eigliſb planters to come to Great Bris 


train, and the French to France. 


By what has hitherto been a. PIER it 
will evidently appear to every impartial reader, 


that had we retain'd the French ſugar iſſands, they 


would not have been of any advantage to this 
country, but on the conttary. It is not the num- 
ber of iſlands, where ſugar, tobacco, rice, and 
other plantation - products are. raiſed, that will be 
advantageous to this orq any other country, with- 
out they can be ſupplied with a ſufficient number 
of Negroes for their cultivation; the land being 
all tilled by hand- labour with the hoe, as there 
is no ploughing with oxen and horſes in the Weſt 
Indies, except in Jamaica, where two or three 
planters have uſed the plough to ſome part of their 
plantations, where the foil was light, and of a ſandy 
nature; and all other work is done by Negroes, as 
Europeans cannot do any laborious work there. 
Their field labourers, ſugar boilers, diſtillers, coo- 
pers, mill aurights, carpenters,,maſens, builders, ſmiths, 
and houſe ſervants, are blacks; therefore it is not 
the number of iſlands, but the greateſt number of 
the beſt Negroes that benefit the mother - country, 
which ſort we can make appear, the French ſince 
the year 1729, in times of peace, to the com- 
mencement of the preſent war, have been con- 
ſtantly ſupplied with. That is one of the true: 
cauſes why they have produced ſuch quantities of 


ſugar, and other plantation- product; that for ſe- 


veral years before the war, they were become our. 
rivals at foreign markets, ſo far as to draw from 
thence 


(C 
thence a great annual balance of trade in favour: 
of France.“ But this ehr would have been pre- 
vented, if proper meaſures had been purſued by 
us for the preſer vation of the African trade, to that 
'Y part of Africa where the hardy Negroes, who are 
E 3 k nured to labour: in their own country, were to be 


The French, bm this yiea 1529, to the end of 
t! e yur 1738, carried from the Gold Coaft,, Pop 
Rnd or ſeventeen thouſand of — 
| 3 F aluable | people annualiy; when: four rbosſand, in 
Iny one year ing that period; were not carried 
1 2 "the: Britiſh plantations; which is the trueſt 
Feaſon that ean be aſſigned for the proſperity of 
the French colonies, and the main ſpring of the 
great increaſe of their product. For they do not 
ynderſtand the cultivation and management of a 
4 pe in any degree equal to the Britiſh 
ers: therefore their- advantage and” ſucceſs nas 
den owWing; in a great meaſure, to the good and 
3 Eray labourers they have had to till their n 
and manufacture the product of it. 
We doubt not but the merchants trading to 
1 frica will ſay, they have imported ſince the year 
729, more Negroes into the Britiſh 2 iſlands, 
3 an the French have to theirs in time of peace (to 
q De commencement of the preſent war). We admit 
* ey have, of Negroes from Gambia, Calabar, Bo- - 
ey, Benin, the windward couſt, and Angola. But 
4 ” 4 take upon us to affert, they cannot with 
Futh ſay, they have imported to the colonies as 


For ſeveral years — the war, the French received from 
4 reign nations above 1,000,000/. ſterling for the article of ſu- / 
ar only; beſides a large ſum for indigo, and other Weſt India 

roducts; the loſs of which will induce them, without delay, 
=Þ© puſh on their trade to Africa with the maſt vigour, which, 

e know, they are making great preparations to do, that ſuffi- 
Mently points out the neceſſity for ſome meaſures to be ſpee · 
ly en to prevent their facceeding, _ 


23 
0 4 


many 


6 
many Negtoes loc the Gold Coaſt; Popo, and ibi. 
dab, which are the moſt valuable for the laborious. 
cultivation of the ſugar· cane, and other — 
tion product, and manufacturing it into ſugar d 
rum, for the following reaſons. 
/ -» The Gold Coaſt, Popo, and Mhidab Negroes are 
\ born in a part of Africa that is very barren; a 

. ſmall bullock carried thither from another — 
| | when fatted, will ſell for near 321. aſheep for 


205. four ſmall fowls for 4.5. ſterling, ; and all other ch 

proviſions in proportion, except Hh; and their 9 . . 

| — kind of bread, which is their chief food. 0 

: On that account, when able to take the hoe in and 

i Hand, they are obliged; to go and cultivate the Ha 
4 land for their ſubſiſtange. They alſo live hardily; 4 
j ſo that when they arg carried to our plantations (as 1 tue 
| they have been uſed to hard labour from their in- pro 
5 | fancy) they become a ſtrong, robuſt people, and I» wh, 
ll can live upon the ſort of food the planters allow EP 
i them; which is, bread made of Indian corn, and and 


, fiſh, ſuch as herrings and pilchards ſent from Bri- 1 
5 tain, and dried fiſh from North America, mans 
4 ſuch food as they lived upon in their own country. B. 


Indeed they live better in general in our planta- 9 4 

; tions; and they are always ready, on their arrival Joe: 
| * to go to the hard work neceſſary in in pr 
q planting and manufacturing the ſugar cane. Ware 
F On the other hand, the Gambia, Calabar, Boney, '® F 
F 0 and Angola Negroes are brought from thoſe parts . 
i | of Africa, that are extremely fertile, where every tereſt 
: 4 thing grows almoſt ſpontaneouſly; and where a » p 
I | bullock may be bought for leſs than 205. a ſheep oſts 
6 fbr 15. and a dozen of fowls for the fame. They 7 11995 
| have every other neceſſary of life in great plenty. deal 
i On that account, the men never work, but lead an and a 


indolent life, and are in general of a lazy diſpoſi- on th 
tion and tender conſtitution; for the neceffary work Negro 
among them is done by the women, which 1s little) 5 

5 more 


19 ) 
| more than fetching wich to dreſs their victuals; e 
, ſo that when thoſe people are carried to our ſu 


a9. I iſlands, they are obliged to be nurſed; to be taken 
great care of, and brought to work by degrees. 

1d I Jhe planters, when the Gold Coaſt and Whidah. 
=_ Je we were carried to the ſugar colonies, be- 
my f fore the French interfered in that trade, found 
2 3 there was not a ſufficient number to extend their 
r, | cultivation, by carrying on all the different plant- 


ing buſineſs, and therefore were accuſtomed to pur- 
=} g chaſe thoſe tender (the worſt fort of) Negroes, and 
er = pio them for houſhold ſervants, to raiſe: corn, 


a #aloes, look after cattle, bring them up to trades 
a and eaſy labour, knowing them unfit for the 


hard work neceſſary in ſugar-plantatians. 
ly; 4 The Negroes of the river Gambia are better than 


5. the laſt- mentioned; both of which are much more 
* proper for the North American planters, as they 
and have plenty of proviſions at a ſmall expence, and, 
low Mon that account, can uſe them to gentle labour, 
4 and inure them, by degrees, to work with the ſame 


ſort of food yy were accuſtomed to in their own 
ing | 4 country. 

fry. But — is not * caſe of the planters in "whe 
nta- ag iſlands; which ſufficiently proves how diſad- 


1 antageous it 1 be to have ſuch imported there, 
um in preference to thoſe that would. be ſo immedi- 
- Ka uſeful and ſerviceable, or to let the F rench 
oney, © purchaſe the better. ſort. , _ 

parts | Yet ſuch has been the caſe, it being 55 the in 
very ir of the African merchants to ſupply the Bris 
re 2 "* planters with the inferior ſort, as each Negro | 
heep Poſts much leſs on the coaſt of Angola, &c. than | 
0 those from the Gold Coaſt, &c. which faves a great 


enty. deal in the outſet of the cargoes ſent to Africa, 
ad an and conſequently greatly encreaſes the net profit 
ſpoſi on the voyages, as the tender and worſt ſort of 
work Negroes will {ell in the ſugar iſlands for near as 
little) 0 D 2 great 


mor 4 


t 20 ) 


great a price each as the beſt, provided there is | 


none of the latter at market ; ; and a greater num- 


ber of the former Wee dre, muſt en- 
creaſe the demand. 


This I thought proper to take notice Aube "= 


ho neceſſary it will be for the intereſt of this 
country, that the French ſhauld not for the future 
be allowed to trade in Africa, at cape: Appollonia, 
or between it and the river Volta, where, and at 
Popo and Mpidab, to the eaſtward of that river, 
the valuable Negroes beforementioned, adapted by 
: their natural conſtitution for cultivatipg the ſugar 
| plantations, are to be purchaſed; orherwiſe in times 

of peace, they will be conſtantly making en- 
croachments as hefetofore; ſo that when the late 
company's governor at Cape Coaſt Caſtle ſaw a 
French veſſel upon the Gold Coaſt, he uſed to or- 


der an officer to go on board with a \ meſſage to 


: the following purport. - 
© You are ordered on board the Shaved. veſſel, 


eto tell the maſter, the governor and council do AF 
Fo 


* not make trade with the ſubjects of France, i 


e nor do they ſuffer the natives to trade with them. 
But as there ſubſiſts a good friendſhip and alli- 
c ance between the king of Great Britain and te 


French king, if the maſter ſhould be diſtreſſed 


« for water, or ſuch like neceſſaries, he might 


** have it upon application, by admitting an offi- 
cer on board, to prevent his having intercourſe 
« with the natives, or others, till he ſhould have 


c received ſuch ſupplies; but that he ſhould not 7 


be allowed to trade to the weſtward of the ri 
Volta, which if he attempted, proper meaſyt 


<* would be taken to prevent and obſtruct his com- 
% merce. Therefore, ſhould he neglect thoſe or- 
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* ders, and receive any damage thereby, it would 


* The officers commanding the out-forts, had abſolute orders ; | 


not to trade with the French. 
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Qt * 
* be his own fault; as the governor and council | 
ie held the trade of the Gold Cooft, the indubitable 
“right and property of THE RoyaL AFRICAN | \ I, 
+ COMPANY OF ENGLAND.” 
This warning ſometimes had the deſired effect: 

at others, the goyernor and council were obliged 
to arm veſſels to drive them off, which occaſioned 
the maſters of French ſhips ta proteſt againſt the 
ſaid governor and council. The proteſts were ſent 
to them by the chevalier Glandenves, commodore 

of le Content and .Oriflamme, two French men of 
war, in his letters dated Annamaboa Road, the gth 
and 12th of February, 1751, wherein he infiſted $ 
that the French had an undoubted right to trade / 
to any part of Africa, out of gun-ſhar of any Eu- \ 
ropean fort. 

Ho far the then governor and council were | 
| juſtifiable, in arming private ſhips to defend and 
preſerve the trade and commerce under their care 
in time of peace, or any future council may be 
for exerting themſelves in a like manner, we will 
not undertake to ſay; but are fully ſatisfied the 
\ F rench will go thither, and that the governor of 
the fort at Annamaboa will not be able ta prevent 
their having intercourſe with the natives, but by 
arming veſſels to ſee them ta the eaſtward of the ri- 
ver Vella. For we are of opinion, property and right. 
are not to be tamely given up in that part of the 
world, in hopes of relief from our adminiſtration | 
at home; it being ſo remote from the giving of \ 
immediate redreſs, and diſtant from appeal; or at ( 
+ Teaſt, it has happened ſo in all complaints made to 


former miniſters. Many inſtances thereof can be 


given, which induced me to lay before the public 
the foregoing obſeryations, as the 'preſent ſeems 
the molt proper time to have ſuch rights ſettled, to 
Lr rer t future diſputes between the ſubjects of. 


th nations, which if nat prevented in an effec- 
tual 
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tual manner, by putting the forts upon an eſta; 
| bliſhment, that the officers commanding them may 


be in ſuch ſituation, as to protect the trade under 


their care from the encroachments of any foreign- / / 


ers, will inevitably happen. 
It is alſo neceſſary to remark, that the F rench 


| ſhould not be permitted to re- ſertle a factory they | 
had before the war at Abreda, about a league be- 


low James Fort, in the river Gambia, which was 


- deſtroyed by that gallant ſea officer, and brave 
commander Sir George Pocock, in the year 1744, / 
but ſettled again after the peace; and again de- 


firoyed this war by Capt. Marſh, commander of 
his majeſty's ſhip Harwich. 

If they are not permitted to re-eſtabliſh that 
factory, and the trade of Gambia and Senegal rivers 
are purſued in a proper. manner, Goree will be of no 
conſequence, bur an expence to France, for many 


good reaſons we think it improper at preſent to en- 


harge upon; knowing there is a work in hand that 
will ſoon be publiſhed, wherein all the advantages of 
the African trade are fully conſidered from the 
rime LETTERS PATENT were granted by king 
Charles the ſecond, the 27th day of September, 
1672, to eſtabliſh and incorporate the late royal 


\ African company of England ; ſhewing how the 


trade was carried on by that company, and the 


true cauſe of their having been rendered unable 
to fupport their forts and ſettlements without the 
aid of government, with the ill conſequences that 
attended the decay of that valuable branch of Bri- 


tiſh commerce, on which the proſperity of our co- 


) lonies, and ſo many branches of our manufaCtures, 
depend; followed by obſervations on the qualities 


of manufactures ſent thither, and the regulations 


| that it is neceſſary ſhould be made regarding the 


fame. To which will be added, a plan to revive 


4 \ and 8 that trade to the inland Parts of Africa, 
1 ſa, 
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/ {6 28 8 moſt valuable Negroes may be ſecured 
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vent the growth of the French colonies, or at leaſt 
* make them extremely expenſive and burthen- , 


h ' ſome to their mother- country; and, on the con- 
5 0 trary, ours to become of the greateſt benefit and 

"I advantage to Great Britain and Ireland. g 
13 Senegal is moſt certainly a great and valuable: ac- 
2 quiſition to this country; if put upon a proper eſta | 
Ts bliſhment, as it will ſecure to us all the gum trade, 
5 ſo uſeful in our manufactures, and will greatly 

Fi | encreaſe the ſlave, gold and ivory trades in Gambia 


river. For when Senegal was in poſſeſſion of the 
French, by means of a fort they had at Callam, 
about five hundred miſes from the ſea up that ri- 
ver (ſince the decline of the late Africa company, 
by no factory being kept at Fatatenda, about the 
. ſame diſtance up Gambia river) intercepted the 
- greateſt part of the ſlave, ivory and gold trades, 
that came from the ſeveral inland countries to the 
north eaſt of thoſe rivers: therefore, if proper ſteps 
are taken, thoſe trades may be. greatly encreaſed 
and extended at an inconſiderable expence, not 
having the ſubjects of any foreign nation to inte- 
. tereſt themſelves againſt ſuch a ſcheme. 

; The African merchants, .to vindicate themſelves. 
in carrying on the trade for the worſt Negroes in 
preference to the other, give out, that the better 
fort are not to be come at. But there is no other 
grounds for ſuch aſſertions, than that the roads to 
thoſe great and populous inland countries lying at 
Xt the back of the forts and ſettlements on the Gold 
Coaſt, have been ſtopr ſince the year 17 38, which 
has prevented all intercourſe with the natives, ex- 
cept thoſe who live within about fifty miles of the 


trade which came down, when the roads were kepr 
open by the power and influence of the company's 
Officers, 


for the Britiſh planters, as the only means to pre- 


ſea-coaſt ; whereby a ſtop was put to that great 
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officers, and by their alliance and friendſhip with , | 


the ſeveral princes and people in power, living in 
the different countries near, and in the tous on the 


ſaid roads, that were opened and ſettled by the 


late company's officers at a very great expence. 
One great reaſon for the decline of their power 


and influence was, by the maſters of private trad- 
ing veſſels putting in practice every meaſure they 
could inveft to villify and render the company's 

_ officers inſignificant and contemptible to the in- 


land people and Negroes under their command. 


By which ſiniſter machinations; they loſt that 
weight and authority ſo neceſſary for them to act 


7 


pany's officers cannot accompliſh by policy; pre- 


lents, or amicable meaſures, they ſnould be main-- 
rained in ſuch a reſpectable ſituation; as to be able 


to join the injured party, and to compel the refrac- 
tory to accommodate matters ®, ſo as to procure 


peace, and bring the country to a ſtate of tran- 


quillity. | 

For it is a miſtakefi notion, that the company's 
officers (during their command) created wars be- 
tween the African chiefs, in order to purchaſe the 


| priſoners, which ſhould be made on either ſide. 


: 


*% 


This falſehood was propagated alſo at a certain 
time, to ferve particular purpoſes: On the con- 
trary, ſlaves are bred in the inland parts of Africa, 
and ſent for ſale, according to the want thoſe peo- 
ple are in for European manufactures ; the ſame as 
an ox or horſe is taken to market, when a farmer 
in England wants money to pay his rent, or for 
other purpoſes. Every man in Africa is looked 


* For mercenary troops are to be bired in Africa, as well as 
in Europe, and at a much cheaper rate, 


upon 


as protectors of the injured, arid mediators in ad-- 
juſting and deciding diſputes that frequently hap- 
pen between African princes ; which if the com 


1 


0 2s 


upon to be a man of property and power in pro- 
portion to che number of Negroes he is ee 
of. e 

When ſach den as above r at happen, 
the conſequence is an immediate ſtoppage of the 
roads by thoſe people neareſt the ſea-{ide, to pre- 
vent their adverſaries getting guns, powder, or 
any Other neceſſaries for war; which in 1738 OCs, 
caſioned the king of Warſaw, and his allies, to draw. 
a diſcriminating line along the Gold Coaſt for that 
intent; and this hath ever ſince prevented all in- 
tercouſe and trade with the inland natives in the 
direct way; as alſo any gold or ſlaves for ſale com- 
ing from them, except a few ſtolen away by the 
king of Warſaws ſoldiers, with a little gold; and 
an inconſiderable number of ſlaves brought from 
the great kingdom of Aſbantee, in a very difficult 
and dangerous way, by the traders of that country, 
in order to purchaſe guns and powder, a the Bri- 
tiſh, Dutch, and Daniſh forts. at Acra. | 

Theſe traders are obliged to come and return in 
arm'd bodies, many miles round about through 
ſtrange countries, where they are afraid of being 
plundered by the natives of their European goods, 
and are themſelves in danger of being pd upon, 
and fold as ſlaves, which prevents their bringing, 
the trade down as uſual. 

Conſequently, whenever the proper. roads are 
open, and protection given, there will be a great 
number of ſlaves, gold duſt and elephants teeth 
brought down 10, the ſea-ſide, to. purchaſe Britiſh 
manufactures for ſupplying the inhabitants of thoſe 


_ extenſive countries, that have ſtood i in need of them 


' ſo many years. 
The obſtructing of ſuch | intercourſe, has occa- 
ſioned our planters being deprived of fifteen or 
twenty Youfand of the beſt and moſt uſeful Ne- 
Be wt; N 


= =: 
groes yearly for their plantations,* and Great Bri 
rain has thereby alſo been prevented from receiving 


fifty or ſixty thouſand ounces of gold duſt, ꝶ beſides 


thirty or forty tons of elephants teeth annually.f 
It is highly probable that Africa abounds with 
gold mines, richer than thoſe in the Brazil, or in 
any other country ; for the late African company, 
in the infancy of their trade, imparted from their 
ſettlements on that coaſt, from the year 1675 to the 
year 1690, as much pold 'as was eoiried at the 
Tower into 400,000 guineas ||, exclufive of what 
was ſent and brought home by their officers and 


ſervants, who were always paid their falaries and 


commiſſions upon the trade they made in that com- 


_ modity, which muſt have been no inconfiderable 
"orien becauſe, as the company extended their 
forts and ſettlements upon the Gold Coaſt, their 
gold trade increaſed ſo much, that they were uſed 


to take in exchange for Britiſh manufactures, and 
Faſt India goods in Africa, upwards of two thou- 


fand ounces of gold weekly, which can be proved 


from authentic vouchers, and continued ſo to do 
until ſuch time as the private traders made in- 
croachments upon them, and overſtocked the coun- 
try with goods by their competitions with each 
other, which the natives took the advantage of, 
and inſiſted upon the traders lowering the price of 
European merchandize, and raiſing that of Africa, 


®dy keeping their ſlaves, gold and ivory up to an 
exorbitant price, and thereby getting as great a 


quantity of goods, for a few ſlaves, as was ſufficient 
for their conſumption; and was the cauſe of fewer 
In caſe the French were not permitted to carry them away, 
as they did before the roads were ſto t. 
+ 50,000 ounces of gold duſt at 3 J. 175. 64. an ounce, is 
193 750 7 ö : 
+ 30 tons of ivory, on an average, is worth about 220/. a 
ton, is 6,600 J. | 1 
Which was upwards of 26, 666 guineas annually. 


being 
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being brought from the inland countries, as by the 


high prices, before obſerved, the Negroes got what 
goods they wanted for the ſmall number ſold, which 
= alſo prevented their bringing gold to market, and 
by which means that valuable branch of the African 
trade, of ſuch importance to this country, was in a 
great meaſure deſtroyed, and the profits thereof 
centered with the natives . 
We believe the private 1 285 will admit they 
have not altogether imported from Africa into theſe 
kingdoms two thouſand ounces of gold annually &; 
N and that ſince the act of parliament for diflolving | 
the late company, and putting the forts, and ſettle- | 
ments under the management of the committee of 
the company of merchants, trading to Africa, the | 
XZ officers commanding there, haye not taken gold 
XZ ſufficient to pay the annual ſalaries of their ſervants, 
_Þ though they are fewer in number than thoſe kept 
by the late company. 3 
From what has been ſtated, we conjecture it will 
appear, that the Britiſb forts in Africa are not upon 
a proper plan; if they were, the commanding offi- 
cers for the committee of the company of merchants | 
trading to Africa, would, in eleven years and up- | 
wards, haye opened thoſe roads (which have been 
ſo long ſtopt) that the colonies and mother- county 
q might receive thoſe great benefits and advantages 
beforementioned, by. having the trade broughallilh 
XZ down to the forts without interruption, from the 


i 
} 


* We think it proper to obſerve, which we conjecture 
the merchants will not attempt to deny, that they only put on 
board their ſhips ſuch cargoes as the maſters judge will be ſuffi- 
cient to purchaſe the number of Negroes each ſhip will carry, 
which when compleated, they will ſell any ſmall remainder of 
their cargoes for gold or ivory, if to be got: but they often 
find a difficulty in doing it, for the reaſons before advanced; and 
they have many times been obliged to carry them from Africa 
for want 3 entirely owing to their giving ſuch great 
prices for Negroes. ” 29 


E 2 | ' remoteſs - 
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3 
remoteſt parts of Africa, as it was in the time of the 
late company's proſperity; but that has not been 

done, and as the Britiſh traders declined that trade 
many years before the French ſeized the opportu- MR. 
nity of ſtepping in, and reaped ſo great advantages 
thereby, as to have carried to their colonies, not 
fewer than one hundred and fifty thouſand of thoſe 
uſeful people, from the ytar 1729 to the year 1739. 
This induces us to think, that the Britiſb mer- 
chants forſook that trade, and made the oppoſition 
they did to the late company, to get the forts and 
ſettlements under their management, to prevent 
- other people putting them upon a proper eftabliſh- 
ment, that might hinder the French making the 
encroachments they have made in time of peace 
(and conſequently carrying to their plantations thoſe 
moſt uſeful people) in order to follow their more 
favourite trades to Benin, Calabar, and the coaſt of 1 wi 
Angola, becauſe there they can purchaſe three hun- vb 
dred Negroes with a cargo of 3600 J. value, when 
that number upon the Gold Coaſt would coſt in 
March laſt 4950 J.“. Therefore we fear the pri: 
vate intereſt of ſaid oppofers rather gained an aſ- 
cendency over them, to the great prejudice and diſ- 
advantage of the Britifh-colonies and the mother- 
country, and to the great emolument of the French; 
which we. thought proper to obſerve at this June- 
ture, and to hint alſo, that it will be more fully ſet 
forth in the deſcription of the African trade before. 
T 5 
Me hope to ſee a miniſter at the head of the ad- 
miniſt ration in this country, devoid of faction and 
corruption, that no private pique or prejudice 
againſt perſon or party will ſo far influence him, as 
not to pay a due and impartial attention to what is 


3 the French are allowed to trade on the Gold Coaſt, a 
cargo to purchaſe 300 Negroes, will coſt, if we may judge by 
former times, above GO. A 
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3 ( well, and are-fully ſatisfied he was induced to exert! 


Jaid before the 3 power, relative to that 
valuable branch of "WORE commerce, the Miran 


trade. n 581193 £5 1 
We ſhall rejoice that elch g vibe will: not for 


| " the future be prevented by miniſterial direction, as 


happened at a certain period, when it had coſt great 
pains and expente to bring a matter of the utmoſt 
importance to this country to a hearing, which was 


fruſtrated, by putting a previous queſtion ina great 
aſſembly on Purpoſe to prevent ſuch enquiry; not. 
XZ withſtanding ſeveral perſons had been examined 

; ; with reſpect to the African einde as well as the ex- 


penditure of public money *; and for no other rea- 

ſon, as we could learn, or can conceive, than“ that | 

one of the greateſt planters in the world (Who at 
this time ſo worthily fills the firſt office in this me- 7 
tropolis) promoted - ſaid enquiry z which, under Aa 


\Þ ] wiſe and able miniſter,” would have been a ſufficient 
PF reaſon for examining: minutely into an affair of 
3 web national conſequene. 


For what muſt be prejudicial to that planes in- 
| au] muſt in proportion be ſo to every other in 
the ſugar colonies : and thoſe of ſmatk- property 
muſt feel the effects of being ſupplied with the worſt 
ſort of Negroes at exorbitant prices, more ann 
thoſe of affluent circumſtances. | 

We have the honour to know that gentleman 


| hiemielf in behalf of that enquiry; not from a mo- 
tive of private intereſt, but for the general good of 
all thoſe intereſted in, and concerned oor the yu- 

ſperity of the Britiſh colonies. 

Me therefore hope he will long live to ainploy 

his great abilities in promoting all good, and op- 
poſing all bad meaſures, with that zeal and 


0 d have appeared by the report of the committee 
of the honourable houſe of n in the PI #758; had 
it been examined into. © 
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. spirit he hach always done, as alſp to prevents 
to the utmoſt of his power, any miniſter (hereafter), 


1 


1 
. 
I 


daring to ſmuggle accounts into a certain aſſembly, 


although great objections had been made to them, 
before thoſe ohyettions, were. canyaſſed and cleared, 


up; atid that he will ever oppoſe the Iſſuing public 


: 
; 
* 


% 


money intended for other ſervices, till a ſatisfactory 
account is W en, which has been the caſc*. How- 
ever, we ſhall not at preſent enlarge further upon 
this head, becauſe we know an abſtract of the re- 


7 


port of the committee, appointed by the honour. 


able houſe of commons, will ſoon be publiſhed, tg 
which we beg leave to refer our readers 
When the enquiry; relative to the African trade, 
was under conſideration before the honourable 
houfe of commons in the year 1758, Mr. Pitt, that 
wiſe, great and able ſtateſman, who has done his 


king and country ſo many eminent and good ſer- 


vices, was pleaſed to declare, that he believed the 


e 


* 


F 


then method of carrying on the Africa trade 
wanted alteration. and amendment: He alſo added, 


that when we ſhould be ſo happy as to have a peace, 


he would be at all times ready to examine into it, 


and give all the aſſiſtance in his power to put it 


upon ſuch a footing, that our plantations might be 
ſupplied with the beſt and moſt valuable Negroes 
at reaſonable rates. We doubt not but he will 


make good his promiſe to lend his able aſſiſtance, 


and allo to recommend it to the adminiſtration to 
begin ſuch an enquiry, and continue it, in order to 
amend the preſent, or form ſuch other plan, as will 
preſerve and ſecure that valuable trade to the Britiſo 
ſubjects, as the only and certain means to encreaſe 


* There was iſſued to the African committee, by warrant 


from the right honourable the lords commiſſioners of the tres. 


ſary, in the year 1751, 7140 l. 14s. 3d. out of the vote of 
credit for 800,000 J. notwithſtanding ſeveral objections were 
made before the committee of the bonourable houſe of com- 
mons that ſuch ſum was not due, | 


EY 


WT aries are to be ours, we! ſhall have a ſufficient | 
9 ] number to raiſe ſugur, Sc. for the conſumption of ! 
all Europe, if our Britiſh of Negro are properly ſup- 
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te produce of the Britiſh, and leſſen that of the 
Frenb colonies. For, wirk the iſlands we already 
1 poſſeſs, and thoſe which it appears by the prelimi- 
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24 
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1 plied with the beſt ſorr Negroes for their culri- 
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When that oleliman has aſſiſted in doing this / 


E further ſervice to his country, we ſincerely wiſh 


him a long ſeries of uninterrupted health, to enjoy 
the fruits 61 an hohourable and permanent peace; 


; 1 and that he may be held in that eſteem, reverence 


and honour, he fo jaſtiy merits from all lovers of 
this country. 

Should ſuch an equiry be made; we hope ſome 
method will be found out, to exarnine all perſons- 
at the bar: of the houſe of commons upon oath ; 
for if that couſd be done, it would fave the houſe 


L a deal of trouble, and prevent their receiving falſe 
information in matters of the utmoſt conſequence 
co this nation and its commerce. Becauſe we have 


heard people aſſert at that bar, what, to our know- 
led gr, they at the ſame time knew to be intirely 
falſe; which we moſt ſincerely wiſh could be re- 


| E Imedied; or at leaſt that perſons examined there, 


eon matters of importance, ſhould be informed 
Whey will be examined with reſpect to the ſame mat- 


"IF PL, 


L ber upon oath, at the har of che houſe of lords, 


which we preſume may be done; and if done, will 


| 3 de attended with great and good conſequences _ 
_ the whole community. 


We cannot omit obſerting that it was induftri- 


. 505 reported, propagated, and even urged as an 
4 argument in a great aſſembly, when the ſtate of the 


bay iſlands was under their confideration in the 
year 1758, that the Britiſh planters had formed a 
ſcheme for a monopoly, by agreeing only to culti- 

VvVoate 


WE i 
vate ſuch 'part of their lands as would produce but 


a certain quantity of ſugar, in order to raiſe the 
price, and exactingly to obtain as much for a little 
as a great quantity; which was as true and likely 
to be the caſe, as if the farmers of Great Britain, 
Trelanad, France, Sweden, Poland' and Denmark were 
to enter into a combination to leave ſuch parts of 
their lands uncultivated, with an unfair intent of 
raiſing the price of grain; which we believe any 
perſon will readily admit can never be brought 
about, although a correſpondence may be eaſier, 
and in much leſs time carried on between the far- 
mers of thoſe nations, than the planters of our ſu- 
gar-colonies, as thoſe of Jamaica cannot correſ- 
pond with Barbadoes, or any other part of the ſu- 
gar iſlands, ſooner than by way of Great Britain or 
North America, which would at leaſt be ſix months 
before they could hear from each other; that im- 
pediment alone is ſufficient to ſhew, that people thus 
ſeparated, though. ever 10 well welten, can never 
form a monopoly. 

Beſides, would it not be abſurd, even to up- 
poſe that the farmers of Great Britain, and other 
nations, who inhabit corn countries, do not raiſe 
as much grain upon their farms as they poſſibly 

can procure ſervants at reaſonable wages, and can 
ſtock them with horſes, cattle, oe: et a eben 
rate? E 
But if they are obliged to pay great wages to mn 
their ſervants, and extravagant prices for their 
ſtock, they can then only put in execution the cul- 
tivation of their lands by degrees, which is exactly 
the caſe of the Britiſh planters; for had they a ſut- 
ficient ſupply of the proper fort of Negroes at rea- 
ſonable rates, they would not let any of their Jana 
lie idle that was worth being cultivated. 
Therefore the true reafon why ſome lands may 
lie unplanted in che ſugar, iſlands is, it would, 
greatly prejudice any planter in their circumſtances, | Z 
to, 
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to itteinpt to make new plantations with thoſs 
tender ſort of Negroes; who have been cartied to 
them in great numbers fot ſeveral years paſt, and 
ſold at the extravagant prices from 50/7. to 54 1. 


„. and upwards each; whereas the beſt ſort of Ne- 
fe = groes, at the time the late company cultivated and 
of preſerved the trade on the Gold Coaft, Pops, and 
of = bidab, fo as to prevent the French carrying the 
ny | beſt fort of Negroes to their plantations, - who 
A therefore were ſold in outs at the moderate ptices 
er, of 20 l. to 25. a head the higheſt; which was a 
* very great encouragement to the planters: to clear 
. their lands, and cultivate new plantations; enabling 
w them thereby greatly to improve and encreaſe the 
91 ptoduct of the iſlands, which. it muſt be their in- 
58 | tereſt to do to the very extent of their power; if their 
** lands are ſituated with any ſort of convenience for 
TE | watery of other carriage, to convey the product of 
us | their plantation to the fea-potts, notwithſtanding 
2 what was at that time advanced to the contrary, to 
55 Herve particular purpoſes, and 1n order th divert 
p- the attention of the legiſlature from the real cauſes; 
ler For whatever people may think, who are not well 
5 acquainted. with the colonies, becauſe they ſee ſome 
fly of our planters come to fettle here in great opu- 
of lence; that is no reaſon why thofe remaining in the 
ap Colonies are all rich; for if they were, few of them 
j vould ſtay there: on the contrary, they are obliged 


to cultivate their lands with the greateſt pains and 
cir induſtry, in order to raiſe as much ſugar and other 
al- product as they poſſibly can; to pay the debts they 
de: for there is not a ſugar iſland but what is 
conſiderably indebted to Great Britainz fo that 
whatever diſadvantages the planters of our colonies 
labour under, they mult terminate by being pre- 
judicial to this country. | 134 
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lay Me cannot help once more obſcrving,. it is not 
ud having the moſt ſugar iſlands that will be the 
_ - --- --4 F N greateſt | 
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gieateſt benefit and advantage to the mother-cour- 


try, unleſs ſuch iſlands can be ſupplied with a ſuffi- 
cient number of the beſt Negroes for their cultiva- 


tion; therefore as Great Britain, France, Spain, 


Holland and Denmark have encreaſed their number, 
and extended their colonies to ſuch a degree, that 
Africa cannot ſufficiently ſupply them all with Ne- 
groes, including thoſe that the Portugueſe want 
and carry off. On that account, in our humble 
opinion, the conteſt ought to be, not who has 
the moſt iſlands, but who can ſecure the trade to 
thoſe parts of Africa, where the beſt and greateſt 
number of thoſe uſeful people are to be procured, 
as the only means to promote the intereſt and pro- 
ſperity of their colonies who may be ſo lucky to 
ſucceed in doing it, but will be very diſadvantageous 
to their competit a.. 
From what has been before obſerved, I pre- 
ſume it will be admitted that every equitable 


method ought to be purſued and put in practice 
by Great Britain, to ſecure to herſelf as much as 


poſſible the African trade, in order to prevent the 


Ecos 


French purchafing Negroes. For the ſame reaſon 3 N f 


we take all the meaſures we poſſibly can, to hinder 
the ſmuggling wool, or any of our artificers and 
manufacturers going to France. It cannot be too 
much inſiſted. on that the Negroes are of as much 
conſequence and uſe for the cultivation of our co- 


tonies, as the wool is to our manufactory, for theſe * 


obvious reaſons ; that the Negroes are the artificers, 
manufacturers, and labourers in the colonies; be- 
cauſe the whole proceſs, from clearing and pre- 


paring the ground to plant the ſugar cane, ang 


manufacturing it into ſugar and rum, and-the put- 


ting it on board the ſhips, is the work of Negroes ; | 
therefore it ſurely muſt be very prejudicial to our. 
intereſt: to ſell any of thoſe uſetul people to the 
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French, even were they to pay gold or ſilver for 
S A: them: 
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24 them : there are, beſides, much more cogent rea- 
in, ſons to be given why we ſhould exert ourſelves to 
er, prevent the French, as much as we can, carrying 
lat them frm Africa. 8 | 

Je- If there ſnould at any time be more Negroes 
ant brought to the Britiſn colonies than are neceſſary 


ble for the cultivation there, which I have great reaſon 
to believe is ſeldom, or perhaps will never be the 


nas 
co caſe, then ſuch Negroes may be fold to the Spa- 
of ; niards or Portugueſe, becauſe they would pay gold 
d. or filver for them; and moreover, the ſlaves fo _ 
wag diſpoſed of, would be employed in the mines of | 
to America, and not in cultivating ſugar and other 
_ plantation produce, as would be the conſequence if 
5 the French were allowed to be the purchaſers; by 
"RE which means they would be effectually enabled to 
ble become our rivals in trade, as well on account of 
* 7 their national encouragement and advantages pecu- 
= 3 liar to them, by which they may be capacitated to 
the ſell the product of their plantations conſiderably 
fon cheaper than we can ours at foreign markets“. 
der e In 
nd * Becauſe it will employ a great number of French ſhips and 
too ſailors, and be a market for their manufactures, which they 
ach ſell, and alſo their Eaſt India goods, cheaper conſiderably than 
co- | we can purchaſe ours, which muſt conſequently be hurtful to 
8 our navigation, leſſening at the ſame time the conſumption of 
our manufactures. bp 2 . E res 
S, Beſides, the competition between the traders of both nations 
be- would give to the black dealers an opportunity of raiſing the 
re- price of their Negroes, which advance the French can better 
ad 7 afford than we, as muſt appear from what is beforementioned, 
3 as well as from the following fact; which is, they pay an an- 
ut- chor of brandy or two, and at ſome places three or four, in the 
es ; price of a ſlave, at the rate of four pounds each anchor, con- 
our taining about eight gallons, and coſts in France but from eight 
the to ten am“ Whereas there is not any article can be bought 
for : in England ſo profitable and vendable a commodity among the 


* » 


the purchaſe a ſlave at four pounds. 
| F 2 This 
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blacks for thir ſhillings = French brandy) that will pay in 
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| ( 36 ) 
In order to remove the prejudices of many worthy 
and tender-minded perſoris againſt the Negro-trade, 
which from a delicacy natural to civilized nations 
they declare to be quite contrary to all dictates at 
humanity, and a diſgrace to the profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian religion, we ſhall lay before them and the 
public a true ſtate of the caſe. As there is no occa- 
fion to enlarge how eſſentially and abſolutely neceſ- 
fary it is to have Negroes for the cultivation of oup 
colonies, which is explained in the foregoing ſheets z 
therefore we ſhall only beg leave to obſerve, by 
the beſt information that could be obtained, Africa 
in general is divided into little kingdoms and ſtates, 
which, when at peace, the natives thereof breed 
flaves for ſale, as our farmers do ſtock on their 
farms, and ſell them as their neceſſity requires; 
which was a traffic carried on among themſelves be- 
fore Europeans traded thither ; and when over- 
ſtocked, their praftice was putting to death (often 
with great torture) the priſoners taken in war. Thoſe 
that are bred ſlaves, are always very deſirous to be 
purchaſed by white people, as they are infinitely bet- 
ter uſed than by their black maſters, who allow _ 
them but a bare ſubſiſtance, and treat them with 
the. greateſt barbarity; and were uſed to put ſe; 
veral to death through cuſtom, when they buried 
perſons aboye the common rank, and of tentimes 
merely through wantonneſs, which i is prevented by 
their having found an advantageous a and a 


market for them. 


This obſervation is chiefly — to point out bow n fry 
it is to hinder, as mych as poſſible, the French from fy hog: | 
Gambia, Senegal, or between cape A ppolonia and the 15 
olta, where the Britiſh forts are fi Staate, and where much the 
greateſt numbers of the moſt valuable Negroes are to be pro- 
cured, which ſurely we have a 142 to do, and may be effected, 


if Proper menſares are purſued tor ſo deſirable g; pyrpole. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe Negroes taken in war, or priſoners for fes 
W loniouſly committing crimes in deſpight of the laws, 

made by the officers commanding the European 
*X forts, ſuch laws having been agreed to by the na- 
tives under their command and protection, alſo by 
thoſe laws made by the kings and princes in the in- 
land countries, are now ſold, but often unwilling to 
go on board ſhips ; perhaps, on account of having 

lived in a better ſituation in their own country than 
thoſe who have been bred up in ſlavery from their 
linfancy; therefore they often contrive to make 
their eſcape, and by ſpeaking the language, per- 
ſuade others to join and aſſiſt them to take the ſhip 
from the Europeans, of which we have had too many 
fatal inſtances, and is entirely owing to their ig- 
norance in not knowing the place they are deſtined 
to; and alſo that they will be much better treated 
and looked after in our colonies than they ever 
qvere in their country; ſo that when bought by Eu- 
_Fropeans, they are in a manner reſcued from a ſtate 
pof - miſery as to treatment; for in the ' colonies, 
| when they are ſick, they have great care taken of 
them, and phyſicians to adminiſter proper medi- 
eines for their relief; which, on a ſimilar occaſion, 
their black maſters would give themſelves no care 
gor concern about them. 3 
= Beſides, many of them are inſtructed in the 
p principles of religion, and become chriſtians and 
men of property, which, from experience, we know 
co be true, having talked with ſeveral who had no 
XX deſire to ſee their own country, living much more 
comfortably in our colonies. And we think it 
XX would be politic to ſend two or three Negroes on 
board every ſhip that goes to Africa, that can talk 
the different languages of the countries the maſter 
of ſuch ſhip intends to trade to, that they might 
= inform their countrymen how they had ben treated. 
puch meaſures, we are convinced, would prevent 
| Je | the 


„ JEL 
the loſs of many lives, by the Negroes being ſatis- 
fied they were going where they would be better 
treated than in their own country; and, at the 
ſame time, to eradicate that opinion many of them 
have, that they are going to be fed and eaten,: 
which, if effected, would be a means to quiet their 
minds, ſo as not to attempt riſing on board of 
ſhips. | by . | 
h all fluctuating ſocieties, ſuch as merchants 
trading to a country ſo remote and little known as 
Africa, many more than the majority are liable to 
be impoſed on, even in the trade they intend to 
ſupport, a misfortune owing to the want of local 
knowledge, and perſonal experience. | 

What chance for truth do thoſe merchants in ge- 
neral ſtand, whoſe ears few other accounts reach, 
than the imperfect relation of ſome maſter of a 
ſhip, mariner or traditionaliſt, little to be credited, 
and leſs to be depended upon ? As to the former (if 
capable) he has little time or opportunity to ſpecu- 
late into the trade, manners, cuſtoms, and temper. of 
the natives, which they are ſeldom long enough at 
a place to do; and who, from motives of imme- 
diate profit, purſue meaſures they think moſt con- 
ducive to make a quick voyage, which 1s all they 
turn their minds to; yet many of them, when 
they arrive in Europe, will take upon themſelves 
to give information in the moſt intereſting matters 
which, without having lived in the country for a 
conſiderable length of time, it is impoſſible for 
them to do with accuracy and any degree of truth, 
notwithſtanding ſuch impoſitions being propagated, 
have in general prevailed and influenced the minds 
of people to ſuch a degree, that thoſe of certain 
boroughs, far from having, as has been before ob- © 
ſerved, the leaſt connection, intereſt, or fo much of 
as acquainted in the moſt minute manner with the 
African trade, preſented their petitions to the how | 

| nourable 
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abtrable- houſe of commons to lay open the ſame 
though many of the ſaid, boroughs have not ſince 
ſent the moſt trifling adventure to Africa, which at 
that time, and before, when, the forts were under 
the direction of the late royal African company, 


the trade was much more, free and open than it has 


| been ſince. under the management of the committee 


of the company of merchants trading to Africa, 


which we conjecture will appear from the follow- 


=» ing extract of letters, certificates and affidavits *, 


= we think it highly neceflary, and even our duty, 

to lay before the public, thereby to ſhew how far 

they have been impoſed on by falſe pretenders to 
knowledge, eee een © WOT 


Extract of a letter from on board the Fly ſloop at 
Briſtol, Alexander Graham, maſter, dated 16 
March, 1750, to the late royal African com- 
pany's governor at Cape Coaſt Caſtle, | 


« ] write this to acquaint you, that the French 
veſſels ſailed two days ago; I acknowledge my- 
ſelf obliged to you for the method you have 
taken to ſend them off, am very much obliged 
«* to you for your advice; have ſent my armourer | 
4 to alter ſame handcuffs, your permiſſion will 
much oblige, Sc.“ > 4 Fes > 


. 
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Extract of a letter from ſix Britiſh ' maſters of vef- 
ſels, dated on board the Polly in Annamaboa 
Road, 20 March, 1750, To the ſame. 

* Your favour of yeſterday we received, and 
thank you for the promiſe of aſſiſtance, in pro- 
<« tecting the privileges of the Britiſh ſubjects trad- 
ing to this place, too much invaded: by the 
French, and too little protected from home, but 


* 'The original letters and certificates, with authentic copies 
of the affidavits, are in the hands of the publiſher, 
1 x 1 : * * £5 | at's 4e at 


* 
at this time e Wolf here to occafion to crouble 
& you. The French ſhip is ſailed, Ge,” - 


Extract of 4 letter from Richard Haſkins, maſts 
of a ſhip from Briſtol, dared Annamaboa Roady 
oy Dec. I 750. TI'S the — | 7 
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of a letter from John J 3 maſter of 
a ſnow from Rhode-Iſland, dated Annamaboa 
Road, 3 July, 1751. To the ſame. 


wb am ſorry you are going off the coaſt 5 
* but however, as I can do no more for you; 
< beg to return you my hearty and fincere thanks 
« for your many favours from time to time, not 
* only from your willingneſs to ſupply us with 
<< any thing in your power of tradeſmens work, 
< or any other thing ; but alſo for your pains 
and vigilance in protecting the trade, &c. 
which will always be juſtifiable, and hope will 
* redound to your honour and n which is _ 
*“ ſincere wiſh, Sc.“ | F 


Extract of two letters from Henry Ellis, mafter of 
the ſhip Hallifax, from Briſtol, dated Annama- 
boa Road, the 13th, and 28th July, 1752. 
To the ſame. 


© The boards you ſent me were of real forvices 
] hope you will not omit charging any expence 
* put you to, as 1 can diſcharge. that, though 
* not fo eaſily your good offices: we cannot help 
<< the death of the ſlaves, they are mortal; but do 
ec not think it adviſeable to give them rice, as that 
« kind or diet firſt gave them a ſwelling. 2 | 
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a. 


N B. Ar landed all his ſickly ſlaves,” which | | 


were kept and taken care of in the caſtle. 


$6 We are not a little aſtoniſhed at the pains 
te theſe new agents take to prejudice the ſhipping 
« here; by ſettling factories aſhore to intercept the 
« trade, and by giving equal prices with us, in 
« order to diſtreſs us the more; it has already been 


« ſome; money out of the merchants pockets; we 
4e have been obliged to raiſe the price, or lie idle, 


“ under the hardſhips we endure. ' I cannot help 


= obſerving the chagrin of the Liverpool captains, 


«© who loudly complain of the new management.” 
„LI entirely zoin iſſue with you, that this new- 
4 fram'd project will become an errand job, though 
« but for a ſeaſon; for I look upon it, the phyſic 
66 UE commerce, white though it may diſorder, 
as at preſent, will i in n the end work i its cure. I 
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; Extract eg une &f hit Britiſh ere of 


veſſels, dated Annamaboa Road, 3 July, 1751, 
To the fame: . 


« We being informed chat s a report hath been 
"y ſpread,, that the late royal African company's 


% governor ' commanding on this coaſt, .hath, dur- 


ing his command, acted in an arbitrary gn 
nic manner, both to Europeans and natives on 
« this coaſt; do hereby, in juſtice to the reputa- 
tion of that gentleman, voluntarily certify, that 
we never heard of, or experienced, any part of 


<- his character or behaviour but what was humane 


and good, tending to promote the Britiſn inte- 
« reſt and trade in theſe parts. And farther, that 
he has, from time to time, readily aſſiſted us 
„with all things each or any of us ſtood in need 
* of at cape Coaſt Caftle, during his command 
= there, to the utmoſt of his power, as we ſin- 

5 G « cerely 
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* & cerely believe. In witneſs whereof we have ſet 00 
* &* our hands, Cc.“ 3907 4 
5 | 3 WE Ces 7 1 
. Certificate from Capt. Thomas Derbyſhire, of Li- « 
19 verpool, relating to the uſe granted him of 
WW Tantumquery fort.  _ 4 N 
53 +. This is to certify whom it may concern, that 1 
« during my making a voyage to the Gold Coaſt x 
f Africa, and my lying at Annamaboa, I ſer- ; 
& tled a factory at Lagoe; where from a diſturb- 1 2 
e ance there ſeemed likely to be in the country, I 3 
did not think my goods ſafe in the factory- 8 
<« houſe I had taken: and on my being at cape f 
<« Coaſt Caſtle in the year 1750, and intimating * 
es the ſame to the then governor, he offered me \ 
c the uſe of Tantumquery fort to carry on trade J 
„ therein, which I accepted; and ordered my | 
<< gunner to take my goods from the factory at bi 
Lagoe, and lodge them in Tantumquery fort, : 
* which he did, and continued in the fame for 5 
« upwards of three months to carry on his trade. P 
« And Mr. John Clifton, chief of ſaid fort, had > 
orders to render him every ſervice and good 8 
e office in his power, without fee or reward; nei- * 
ther did the ſaid governor receive any benefit, ww 
e profit or advantage in any ſhape or manner, in S 
“ conſideration for my having the uſe of the fort . 
« aforeſaid. To certify which, I ſet my hand this 2 
e, Ot” a 8 8 
| 5 c 
Extract of a certificate, dated 28 Dec. 1753, from te 
ſeven maſters of ſhips, that in the late com- o. 
pany's time traded to the coaſt of Africa. e 
„That the late company's governor, during = 
e the continuance of his authority and command. fee 
* on the coaſt of Africa, did every thing in his di 


power 
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« power to promote the Britiſh intereit and trade 


« there: and from time to time aſſiſted in doing 


« us ſuch ſervice as our occaſions required. In 
« witneſs whereof we ſet our hands, &c.&c.” 
We think it unneceſſary to trouble the public 
with any further proofs relative to the conduct of 
the hte royal African company and rheir officers, 
to ſhew that they did every thing in their power 
to promote the trade of the Britiſh ſubjects in 
Africa, as we ſhall reſerve them for a work that is 


in hand; therefore will only ſtate ſome facts re- 


garding the African committee, their governors, 


and officers by them appointed to have the com- 


mand and management on the Gold Coaſt and 
Whydah in Africa, for the public to form their 
judgment from. 

That by an act of pielininient, paſied in the 23d 
year of the reign of his late majeſty, the trade 15 
Africa was intended to be made free and open to 
all his majeſty's fubjects, without diſtinction or 
preference. But contrary to the intentions of tlie 
ſaid act, that trade has been engroſſed and mono- 
polized by the officers of the committee on the 


Gold Coaſt and Whydah, by their entering into a 


confederacy or joint ſtock, and intermixing the 


government ſopplies with their own merchandize, 


and by that means afforted mnemiayes 0 as to 
command ſaid traffic. 

Thoſe officers have many other great ge 
over free merchants and traders, ſuch as having a 
conſiderable part of their private merchandize fent 


to them freight free, their extraordinary influence 


over the natives, -by the command of the ſeveral 


caſtles to depoſi t their effects in, ſalaries, ain 


tenance, European ſervants, artificers, doctors, 
caftle - ſlaves, canoe - men, canoes, medicines, 


ſtores and neceſſaries of all ſorts, being un 
der their management and direction. Beſides, the 


3 | preſents 


12 & cerely believe. In witneſs whereof we have ſet | 00 

. * our hands, Scr.“ 3 1 « 

5 | ; | | 8 1 Ci 

7 Certificate from Capt. Thomas Derbylhire, of Li- $ 

al verpool, relating to the uſe granted him of 

40 Tantumquery fort. | 4 ny © v 

* This is to certify whom it may concern, that L 

* ce during my making a voyage to the Gold Coaſt , 

E f Africa, and my lying at Annamaboa, I ſet - 

. <« tled a factory at Lagoe; where from a diſturb- 54 

75 <« ance there ſeemed likely to be in the country, I 2 

1 &« did not think my goods ſafe in the factory- . 

. „% houſe I had taken: and on my being at cape 

Wt <«« Coaſt Caſtle in the year 1750, and intimating 1 
<2 & the ſame to the then governor, he offered me , 

32 the uſe of Tantumquery fort to carry on trade Jt 
19 ; * therein, which I accepted; and ordered my | 

9 gunner to take my goods from the factory at b 

$ % Lagoe, and lodge them in Tantumquery fort, . 

. « which he did, and continued in the ſame for - 

p « upwards of three months to carry on his trade. P 

4 « And Mr. John Clifton, chief of ſaid fort, had * 

1 orders to render him every ſervice and good | 8 
. d office in his power, without fee or reward; nei- _ 

SY ther did the ſaid governor receive any benefit, 8 

. * profit or advantage in any ſhape or manner, in 8 

1-38 “ conſideration for my having the uſe of the fort 3 

[ « aforeſaid. To certify which, I ſet my hand this 8 

16 Aug. 1751, Sc.“ | _ 

| 0 8 0 ä c 

Extract of a certificate, dated 28 Dec. 1753, from te 

ſeven maſters of ſhips, that in the late com- 0¹ 

pany's time traded to the coaſt of Africa. ” E 

5 „That the late company's governor, during 5 

e the continuance of his authority and command fee 

on the coaſt of Africa, did every thing in his de 
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W Power to promote the Britiſh intereit and trade 


« there: and from time to time aſſiſted in doing f 


c us ſuch ſervice as our occaſions required. In 

« witneſs whereof we ſet our hands, Sc. Se 
We think it unneceſſary to trouble the pübkie 

with any further proofs relative to the conduct of 


the late royal African company and their officers, A 


to ſhew that they did every thing in their power 
to promote the trade of 1 the Britiſh ſubjects in 
Africa, as we ſhall reſerve them for a work that is 
in hand ; therefore will only ſtate ſome facts re- 


garding the African committee, their governors, 


and officers by them appointed to have the com- 
mand and management on the Gold Coaſt and 
Whydah in Africa, for the public to form their 
judgment from. 


That by an act of vielinciicnd, paſſed in 'the 234 | 


year of the reign of his late majeſty, the trade to 
Africa was intended to be made free and open to 
all his majeſty's fubjects, without diſtinction or 
preference, But contrary to the intentions. of the 
ſaid act, that trade has been en groſſed and mono- 

olized by the officers of the committee on the 


; | Gold Coat a8d Whydah, by their entering into a 


confederacy or joint ſtock, and intermixing the 


Senn Kopplies with their own merchandize, 


and by that means afforted themfelyes ſo as to 


command ſaid traffic. 


Thoſe officers have many other great avis; 
over free merchants and traders, ſuch as having a 
conſiderable part of their private merchandize ſent 


to them freight free, their extraordinary influence 


over the natives, by the command of the ſeveral 


tenance, European ſervants, artificers, doctors, 
caftle - ſlaves, canoe - men, canoes, medicines, 
ſtores and neceſſaries of "all ſorts, being un- 


der their management and direction. Beſides, the 
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preſents to princes, caboceers, and great men of 


the countries, being defrayed by the public, toge 


ther with the ſaid benefits ariſing from the govern- 


ment ſupplies; and many other advantages which 
they have taken, whereby they acquired ſuch 
a ſuperiority over the free traders, as obliged the 
merchants of Briſtol and Liverpool to apply by 
memorial in the year 1753, ſtating therein the 
foregoing facts to the lords commiſſioners of trade 


and plantation for redreſs, which will appear by 
ſaid memorial, ſupported by the following affidavits. 


„ Afﬀidavit of William Brown, maſter of the 
« Briſtol, ſworn 16 June, 1753, faith, that when 
« he was laſt in Africa carrying on trade, was in 
<« formed by Brew, chief of Tantumquery, and Wi- 
<« thers, chief of Winnebah, that they were engaged 


Nl partnerſhip in the ſlave trade with Melvil, 


0 Young, and the other officers at cape Coaſt Caſtle.? 
That Melvill and others told deponent, they 
<« expected a ſhip from Holland with a Dutch 
* cargo, which ſhip they had ſome time before 
6 ſent to Jamaica with ſlaves.” 

That he was in company with Dacres, chief of 
% Accra, who informed him Young. was coming 
< to turn him out of the fort, by reaſon he would 
<«< not enter into partnerſhip with Melvil and 
„ Young; that Dacres declared he ſhould have 
<« been glad to have continued his employ, but 
d rather than be uneaſy he would quit it, and 


< ſoon after did ſo. That deponent could not 


<« purchaſe from the chiefs of forts, ſlaves under 
« an ounce and half, or two ounces-a head more 
<« than he gave for thoſe of equal goodneſs to the 
Negro traders, occaſioned by the trade being 
4 carried on by the chiefs of the forts.” - 

«© That deponent was informed by the Negroes 
<« at Annamaboa, if he wanted to trade under the 
<« forts, he muſt take canoes and canoe- men; the 
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the canoe- men under the forts were overawed 
by the chiefs, and they durſt not aſſiſt him in 


trading; and deponent did ſo, and ſhould have 


been under difficulties- if he had not ſo done; 


and deponent found the Negroe traders under 
ſaid forts, cautious and fearful of trading with 
him, leſt the chiefs ſhould know thereof, and 
ſent to deponent in a private manner, when they 


had flayes to diſpoſe of? + +, 


« That cape Coaſt, Tantumquery, Winnebah 
and Acera were uſed by the chiefs as repoſi- 
tories for their market flaves, | and ſaw them 
lodged in ſaid caſtle and forts; that; Negroes 


« will bear a high price as long as the chiefs are 


permitted to trade in them, which will deſtroy 
the trade with all perſons, but the chiefs and 
thoſe ſetted- at the fort s. 
« Affidavit of: James Hamilton, chief mate o 


ing his vgyage, he hired a factory at Lagoe, and 
endeavoured to purchaſe ſlaves; on which Brew 
ſent Negro traders and goods thither to oppoſe 


deponent; and Brew told deponent, it was im- 
poſſible for him to trade to ſame advantage as 
Brew could, as he had ſo good aſſortment of 
goods; that if deponent gave eight ounces a 
head for ſlaves *, Brew would give eight and 


half; and to intimidate deponent, declared he 


would ſend the ſervants of the forts up the paths, 


and prevent the trade coming down, and accord- 


* An ounce is a nominal value ſet upon goods, which coſt 


about 40 5. in Europe; but ſold in trade on the coaſt of Africa 


at4{;- is L | 


“ ingly. 


{© 36 7 
e jngly did fend them with liquor, and carried the | 
<« traders. to his own fort. That Brew refuſed to 
* fell deponent ſlaves; and his reaſon: was, Mel: i 
vil had wrote him not to ſell, as he could ger a 
better price at cape Coaſt. That Young at Winne. 
bah refuſed deponent ſlaves at ten ounces per head, 
<* unleſs deponent would give him the very beſt of 
his cargo, which would have unſorted him.“ 

That young refuſed him water for fifteen 
«© ſlaves, and deponent was obliged to give the 
natives fifteen. thillings for forty gallons. That 
he went on ſhore with his gold taken at Suc- 
e condee to trade, carried ſome checks with him: 
that Hippeſly, the chief there, took the gold 
* taker on one ſide, 'whiſpered him, and threat- | 
*:ened-to whip him if he ever ſaw him bring | 
% goods there to trade with the natives.“ 
That the natives and canoe- men at all the forts | 
<«. were fearful of trading with deponent, and de. 
« clared they were afraid of being ſeen by the 
e chiefs; that the forts were uſed as repoſitories | 
% for Nlaves, and that the trade will be hurt by | 
the chiefs trading, as ſet forth by Brown.” | 
„ Affidavit of Alexander Ge maſter of 
<«< the Fly, ſworn the ſame day, ſaith, that when 
„he and Jenkins, commander of the Silvia, were 
„trading at Annamaboa, they at firſt bought 
« ſlaves at five ounces and half, and from thence 
to ſeven and a half per head, and went on in a 
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« good way. On a ſudden found a ſtagnation, en- a 
«quired the occaſion, and were informed the . h. 
prices were raiſed at the neighbouring forts ; ar 
and this deponent was obliged to give an ad- 
vanced price; that if the chiefs trade, the Prices of 


E 
** 


will be high, and the trade hurt.“ m. 
On the foregoing affidavits, and other alle.. 
gations and facts, © the merchants of Briſtol and WF en. 


Liverpool 


- , 
3 « 
1 1 


oh c 


(e 
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the Liverpool preſet 
„ trade, ſetting forth among other things, 
« That an act was paſſed in the year 1750, for 
« making the trade to Africa free and open, for 
( which end the management of the forts and af® 
% fairs were truſted to the care of nine perſons, a 
* committee, as there ſet forth; that the ſaid com- 
«© mittee had the power of appointing ofiicers and 
« ſervants for managing their affairs in Africa, 
and diſcharging them at pleaſure for not obey- 
their orders, or other miſdemeanors; and 
they were to take care that the orders given | 
their ſervants did not extend to public detri- 
© ment, or the hurt of the free traders.” "7c: 
«© That officers were appointed, and leave given 
& to trade (but not with foreigners, except Portu- 
« gueſe, for gold and tobacco) ſo that they be- 
came the regulators of the market. The com- 
mitte, by the act, are annually to lay before the 
general meeting of the company of the cham- 
bers of London, all reſolutions, orders and in- 
E< ſtruCctions given their ſervants previous to ſuch 
meeting, and copies to be ſent to Briftol and 
Liverpool; but they have not fo done.“ EI 
= © That the committee's chief agents, inſtead of 
regarding the intereſt of their conſtituents, have 
acted oppoſite thereto, as ſoon as in power. In- 
ſtead of aſſiſting the free trader, they entered 
into a joint ſtock copartnerſhip, and attempted 
a monopoly more formidable than any could 
have been at home, as the 
F< and had the whole power.“ 
= © That the merchants of Briſtol had advice 
* of the chief proceedings from their com- 
** manders, which on their return they found too 
true; and that by the attempts of the chiefs to 
engroſs the trade, the prices of ſlaves were raiſed 
much higher than ever known. 
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ted a memorial to the lords of 
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s, 


y were on the ſpot, 


Alſo that the 
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cc commanders were denied what ſtrangers 478 


<« always before aſſiſted with, vi. —_— canoe: 
men, wood, water, Sc.“ 


e hats memenad 4 was laid before: the com- 
& mittee for their relief, but, to their great ſur- 
« prize, they found their complaints were treated 
& as groundleſs ſurmizes, and unjuſt aſperſions of 
« the character of their officers, ariſing only from 
< perſonal prejudice and party intereſt ; a ſecond 
and ſeveral repeated applications: were made, 
« and the committee at laſt informed the mana- 
* nagers, that they had referred the matter to the | 
6 lords of trade.” Accordingly their lordſhips © 


heard the matters in diſpute between the mer 


chants of Briſtol and Wan and that of the 


committee. 


« And were of opinions that the officers and 
& ſervants employed by the committee, 


* ought not to be allowed to trade for Ne 
ce oroe-ſlaves further than the amount o 
e the ſalaries allowed them by the com 


_< mittee; and that ſuch ſlaves ſhould be 
diſpoſed of for ivory, gold, bills of ex- 
<« change, or other proper returns to Eng- 


E 


* 


« land only.” 710 


The committee paid no regard to theie dip 3 
opinion, conſequently we conjecture, no regulation 
or orders has ſince been given by them to their ſer- 
vants; or if there has, the execution of ſuch orders 3 
havenot beenenforced; foritisatruth which cannot 4 


be contradicted, that governor Melvil to his death, 
and the other officers of the committee, during his 
command, carried on the' Negroe trade, and ſent 


them from Africa to America for their own ac- 
counts, without the leaſt reſerve or reſtraint; alv| . 


that governor Senior, and the officers under his 
command, did the fame ; and that governor Bell, 


who commanded at cape Coaſt Caltle, when the 
| lait 


1 
2 


5 
1 
x 

5 


aft advice came from thence, did carry on a trade 
for Negroes, and continues to ſend the Negroes ſo 
purchaſed, to America, in the ſame manner his 
predeceſſors had done; which the gentlemen of 


me African committee muſt know was, and is the 

"I ws 4  6® . „ - : 

practice; and alſo that iris moſt certainly contrary | 
to the true ſpirit, meaning and intention of the act 


of parliament, paſſed in the 23d year of his late 


Y 

= majeftys reign, for extending and improving the trade 
to Africa (by which the African committee was 
e cſtabliſhed) and the opinion of the lords of trade 
and plantation; for the legiſlative power could 


mean no other than to put all his majeſty's ſub- 


jects upon an equal footing. 


But leſt the gentlemen of the African commit- 


tee's memories ſhould fail, we will remind them of 


| ſome things that ſurely could not have happened 
E without their knowledge; (to wit) the committee 
appointed Mr. Richard Brew in the year 1761, to 
the command of Annamaboa fortreſs ; although at 


the ſame time they could not but know that he 
had fitted out the Brew, a large ſhip at Liverpool, 


and another in the river Thames; the former with 


a large cargo for Africa; the latter went to Hol- 

land for Dutch merchandize, to compleat her 
cargo, to the manifeſt diſadvantage of this coun- 
try, becauſe it prevents ſo much of our manufac- 
tures and Eaſt India goods being exported ; and 
the Dutch brandy and Geneva interfere with the 


iſh colonies to Africa. Said ſhip returned from Hol- 


land, and arrived at Portſmouth in or about the 


month of July 1761, where Mr. Brew went on 
board; and alſo Meſſrs. Weſtgate and Flemming, 
who had been in the committee's ſervice upon the 
coaſt of Africa: but, as we have been informed, they 
are now gone out in partnerſhip with ſaid Brew. 15 

- have 


„ 


— Up 


exportation of Britiſp ſpirits, beſides being of 
great diſadvantage to the rum trade from the Bri- 
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have alſo Been in 


concerned with him. 


. 
ormed, that the cargoes of this 
faid ſhips were landed in Africa, and depoſited irt 


the fort of Annamaboa; and that Negroes were 


purchaſed with ſaid cargoes, and ſent from thence 
to Jamaica for the account of Mr. Brew, and thoſe 

It is alfo as true that Mr. Samuel Smith, mer- 
chant, in the Old Jury in London, one of the 
committee of the company of merchants trading 
to Africa, was the acking agent for Meſſrs. Brew, 
Weſtgate and Flemming, during their reſidence 
in Africa; that he received their eonſignments from 
thence, and atted for them by commiſſion after 


their arrival in England; likewiſe during their 


ſtay there, and ſince their arrival in Africa; and 
alſo that Mr. Smith lately fitted in the river Thames 
a large ſhip with a great cargo : and we have rea- 


fon to believe from good authority, that ſaid ſhip 


and cargo was fitted out for the account of Mr. 
Brew, and others concerned with him; which ſhip 
is now on a voyage to Annamaboa; but whether 
any of the African committee are concerned or in- 


tereſted in ſaid ſhip, beſides Mr. Smith, we can- 


not take upon us to ſay. 


We conjecture it never was intended by thoſe 
gentlemen who prepared the act of parliament, 
which appointed there ſhould be a committee f 
nine perſons, who were to have the care of the 
forts in Africa, with the charge and application 
of the monies granted by parliament for their ſup- = 
port, that any one of thoſe perſons ſhould ſupply 


merchandize to be paid for with the public money 
under their care and management. However, ſuch | 
has been the caſe, as appears by the committee's 
accounts laid before parliament. The following is 
an abſtract of their laſt account for the year 1761, 
fo far as it relates to any of the committee-men 
furniſhing merchandize ; by that our ata” p49. 

| orm 


51 

form J de wfhrb on their other annual accoun 
they being. nearly. the ſame as to the amount o 
— 5 the African committee ſupplied the public with, 


ARG H che beſprementione : account as fol- 


"'Meſſts. 'T auchett and company Ws; d. 


or Mancheſter goods 1774 14 
" & Tos os and company for Iriſh li- . . 
nen and Wet | 796 12 11 
EA 18 LN ene for A 
India goods 44 1 <9 
Cuſt and company for dittoditto 250 2 6 


e Mr. William Na for tobacco 329 8. 6 


3209 12 2 
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The following are clauſes. of the act of . 
ment that proyides for the election of the African 
committee. 

% Page 550. And it is hereby further enacted, 
« by the authority aforeſaid, that in all future 
te elections, the ſaid committee of nine perſons 
„ ſhall annually, on the third day of July in every 
N year, be nominated and choſen as follows; that 
« is to ſay, three of the ſaid committee ſhall be 
* nominated and choſen by the major part of the 
* freemen of the ſaid company, admitted to the 
freedom of the ſaid company in London, who 
<& ſhall aſſemble for that purpoſe at London; three 
e other perſons to be of the ſaid committee, ſhall 
< be choſen and nominated by the major part of 
the freemen of the ſaid company, admitted to 
© the freedom of the ſaid company in Briſtol, who 
e ſhall aſſemble for that purpoſe at Briſtol ; and 
three other perſons to be of the ſaid committee, | 
< ſhall be choſen and nominated by the major part 
* of the freemen of the ſaid company, admitted. 

"IT % | e 


S * 


=) 

#* to the freedom 1 the ſaid company in the town 
of Liverpool, who ſhall aſſemble for that pur- 
<« poſe at Liverpool.” 

« Page 554. And be it further eniatied; by the 
<« authority aforeſaid, that no perſon ſhall be ca- 

* pable of being choſen, or acting as a commit: 
* ree-man above three years ſucceſſively.” 28 

By the foregoing clauſes it was moſt certainl 
intended that the election for ie en 
ſhould be free and uninfluenced, but that has not 


happened; for there was great intereſt made by 


thoſe who were choſen committee- men the firſt 
year after the act paſſed, for eſtabliſhing the com- 
pany of merchants trading to Africa. After which, 
the ſeveral tradeſmen employed by the African 
committee in London, and by their friends in Bri- 

ſtol and Liverpool, took up their freedom of. the 


new company, in order to vote for committee- 


men; ſo that, at the expiration of the firſt year, 
when the committee-men that had been choſen for 
London, Briſtol and Liverpool for the preceding 
year, could act no longer, then, or at the, ex- 
Piration of the three years (which we cannot now 
take upon us to ſay) three new committee-men 
were choſen inſtead of three that went out, which 
nine committee-men ſo. choſen, continued to act 
for three years, when the three other were again 
elected; by which means there are tw-elve perſons 
who take it by rotation alternatively, to be of the 
committee or not, as they agree among them- 
' ſelves; on which account 1t 18 a folly for any per- 
ſon, not being one of the twelve, to attempt get- 
ting elected 'a committee-man for either London, 


Briſtol, or Liverpool; there having been as great 
| Intereſt made againſt ſuch perſons who have of- 
fered themſelves, as hath happened on ſome occa- 
ſions preceding the election of a member of par- 
| Pament z therefore we have the greateſt reaſon to 
} — believe 


_ * * 
— 


„ 


one of the twelve perſons who have had the direc- 


tion and management ſo long, of which number 


woſe gentlemen are, we have mentioned in the 
account of the merchandize ſupplied by the 


committee - men, page g 17. 
The ſeveral articles of merchandize purchaſed 
in Holland, are paid for in money, or bills of ex- 


change, which is very diſadvantageous to this 


country; and ſuch goods may ſerve to make an 


aſſortment with thoſe paid for by the government, 


and ſent to Africa for the ſupport of the forts 
there; which has been proved to have been the 
caſe before, conſequently may be ſo again. That 


fact being admitted, and indeed it would be folly 


to think otherwiſe ; what chance can any private 
traders have, when the commitree's ſervants have 
ſuch a glaring emolument, beſides ſo many other 
advantages over them ? Were there any reaſon to 
ground the leaft ſuppoſition, that all things in 
Africa are carried on upon the ſquare, and no me- 
thods practiſed by the officers that command the 
ſeveral forts to monopolize the trade; can any one 


think even in ſuch caſe, that private merchants, 


or maſters of ſhips, who are obliged to pay c- 
ftoms, houſe and warehouſe rents, ſervants, and all 


WF forts of other contingent expences, can poſſibly 
carry on a trade in any degree of equality with 


thoſe perſons, who are, as hath been before ob- 
ſerved, exonerated from every article of expence ? 
The committee's ſervants having ſuch advan- 
tages, can it be ſuppoſed any private trader can 
ſtand any chance in trade with them, as ſaid trader 
mult ſettle in a negroe town, in a mud houſe co- 
vered with thatch, there being no other ſort. of 
dwelling to be got, without carrying tradeſmen of 
all ſorts from Europe to build it, which would be 
tt. ä 
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T5463: 
attended with too great an expence and riſk for any 
— adventure 4 A Td oa: 3 
count of the frequent fires that happen in negroe 
rowns, perſons well acquainted with them, — 
not inſure any property lodged therein for twenty- 
| five per cent. annually. That alone is ſufficient to 


deter any one from ſettling, except ſome of the 
old or new companies diſcarded ſervants, whoſe/ | 
narrow circumſtances diſcourage them from re- | 


turning to Europe, not knowing what elſe to do 


with themſelves; for there has not one of the 


young men from Briſtol or Liverpool, c. that 
were to have been intruſted with cargoes by- their 
relations and friends, to go and ſettle under the 
protection of the Britiſh forts in Africa, has yet 
made a ſingle attempt to do it, though that was 
made uſe of as an argument, and enforced with 
great energy by . gentlemen, to obtain a diſſolu- 
tion of the late royal African company (and in 


- ” 


hy which they ſucceeded). -But no ſuch boaſted con- 


ſequence. has taken place, becauſe the people of 


thoſe places were not to be lulled on to adventure 
their property, under the notion of a free trade. 


They very well knew what hardſhips muſt attend ; 


| thoſe who were nceceſlitated ta ſettle in a negroe 
town, from a knowledge, as ſoon as-they. did, they 
muſt become ſubſervient in a manner, and brother 
citizens with the negroes. It is a joke to think 


they can make uſe of the forts to lodge and de- 
fend their properties in; for the very perſons who 


(we ſhould imagine) by the ſpirit and intention of 


the act of parliament, ought to be their defenders, 
will-take every meaſure, in proportion as they 15 


val them, and curtail their trade, to exerciſ 
their power over the natives, to prevent the pri- 
vate trader ſucceeding with them, which will create 


diſputes between the officers commanding the 
forts and the towns people under them, in Which 
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_- tain ſatis 
; raiſed againſtthem by the African committee, who 


_ 


«#*x) 


y private ttader muſt bear apart; for no mari 
can Tk in a negroe town without paying his 
freedom, and entering into a league to become a 
native, and partake of that ownſbip*s misfortunes, 


= advantages and cuſtoms. Is there any difference then 


between a European trader and an African? 
None! one is a native black Negroe, and „ 


other is become a white one: fo that whenever a 


diſpute _— between the natives and the offi- 
f er aforeſaid, the indenizend European will be 

under the compulſive neceſlity of joining his black 
fellow townſien againſt his countrymen and fortreſs, 


f | which the Britiſb nation intended for his * 


tion in time of danger, and laſt reſort. 

From what we have before advanced, our read- 
ers may naturally wonder if the trade to Africa; 
where the forts are ſituated, is carried on ſo much 

to the diſadvantage of the Britiſh traders, and ſo 


; greatly for the benefit of the officers of the African 
= committee, why ſaid traders do not continue their - 


complaints, in order to have their grievances re- | 


dreſſed. We' conjecture one reaſon for their not 


doing 10; is the - difficulties they had to encounter 
when the ee their former complaint to ob- 
12 ion, which aroſe from the oppoſition 


refuſed to give their officers ſuch orders, as would 


have obliged them to put in execution the lords of 
trade and plantations opinion. 


Being defeated in 
their firſt attempt, it is natural to ſuppoſe they 


vere fearful of applying again to the legiſlative 
power, leſt the methods purſued to Carry on that 


valuable branch of commerce, ſince it has been 


under the management of the African committee, 
mould be maturely and attentively enquired into; 
for there has been, and is now, as much reaſon for 
ſuch examination, as there was in the year 1753, 
407555 1756 and 1758. But then it began to be- 
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come to ſerious; and if continued fairly, might 


have been a means of putting the forts upon a new 
and reſpectable eſtabliſnment, ſuch as would Have 
enabled the officers commanding them, to have 
ſecured the natives under their protection from. 
the danger they may be in from enemies of 
their own colour, and the arbitrary injuſtice of- 
ten impoſed upon them by the officers of our 
good friends and allies. The Dutch reſiding in 
Africa, to have prevented ſaid Dutch officers, by 
their ſuperior power, from wreſting violently and 
unfairly any part of the. territories belonging to 
the Britiſh forts, or detaining and impriſoning any 


of the natives living under their protection, both. 


which they have illegally done ſince the decline of 
the late company's power, and confined a number 
of them, notwithſtanding all remonſtrances made 
by the Britiſh officers, till that zoble and. gailant 


commander, the preſent honourable lord Ho ar- 


rived in his majeſty's ſhip Glory, with the Swan 
ſloop under his command, upon the Gold Coaſt, in 
the year 1751, who ſoon after his arrival, did ex- 
amine with the greateſt attention, all the original 
papers relative to the cauſe of the diſpute that hap- 
pened between the officers of the Engliſh and 
Dutch companies. After ſuch examination, he de- 
manded from the Dutch general the priſoners he 
had confined during ſaid diſpute in the caſtle of 
St. George's D. Elmina, the principal Dutch fort 
upon the coaſt of Africa in that noble manner which 
it has everbeen the in variable rule of that judicious, 
worthy, and great commander to purſue in the 
ſervice of his country “*. 185 0 


* He came to an anchor nearer to Elmina fort, with tuis ſhip 
and ſloop under his command, than any merchant ſhip ever 
had been, and ſent an officer on ſhore to demand the priſoners, 
which the Dutch general immediately complied with, to the 
great joy of their countrymen' reſiding under the Britiſh forts, 
at their being reſtored to their liberty. | 

It 


„ 
It is to be hoped that the Britiſh forts will be put 
upon ſuch an eſtabliſhment, that the officers com- 
manding them will be ſufficiently empowered to 
hinder the Dutch officers from exerciſing that ar- 
Wbicrary power they have done, and continued to 
ao, over the Portugueze upon the Gold Coaſt of 
$2/4/ica, to prevent their trading at the Britiſh ſet- 
lements, in open violation of a treaty concluded 
etween the Engliſh and Dutch principal officers 
In Africa, and ratified by both companies in Eu- 
lf the African committee has not repreſented 
hat affair ina true light to the government, we are 
orprized they have neglected it, as it is a very 
aluable commerce now wholly engroſſed by the 
Dutch; who will not ſuffer the maſter or ſuper- 
argo of any Portugueze veſſel to trade at the En- 
lich forts, or with the Britiſb ſubjects, notwith- 
anding the beforementioned treaty, which, per- 
Paps, might be deemed obſolete, ſince the diſſo- 
ition of the late company. If that ſhould be the 
aſe, then, in our humble opinion, it ought to be 
enewed, as well as many other regulations made 


etween the Engliſh and Dutch in Africa. 


* « That ſuch Portugueze ſhips as ſhall come to anchor 

in any of the Engliſh roads belonging to any of the Engliſh 

forts or factories, ſhall not be moleſted by any Dutch ſhip 
or ſhips belonging to the ſaid company, nor be blocked up 
by them in the ſaid Engliſh roads, nor attacked and ſeized at 
their going out of the ſaid roads; neither ſhall they offer to 
ſeize any ſhip or ſhips, that have firſt put themſelves under 
the protection of any Britiſh fort, or being in poſſeſſion of any 
Engliſh ' veſſel, they having one of the ſaid royal African 

company's ſervants on board certifying the ſame.” _. | 
„That on the other fide, none of the Engliſh forts, or com- 
pany's ſhips, ſhall attack, or ſeize, any Portugueze which 
were firſt in poſſeſſion of any Dutch Weſt India company's 
ſhips ; neither ſhall the Engliſh general, or chief director for 
the time being, grant paſſports to any Portugueze ſhips, going 
to or from Brazil, or any of the Portugueze iſlands,” If 


. 8 TEEN 
come to ſerious ; and if continued fairly, might 
have been a means of putting the forts upon a new 
and reſpectable eſtabliſnment, ſuch as would have 
enabled the officers commandinig them, to have 
ſecured the natives under their protection from. 
the danger they may be in from enemies of 
_ their own, colour, and the arbitrary. injuſtice of- 
g ten impoſed upon them by the officers of our 
' 44 | riends and allies, - The Dutch reſiding in 
5 Africa, to have prevented ſaid Dutch officers, by 
. their ſuperior power, from wreſting violently and 
unfairly any part of the territories belonging to 
the Britiſh forts, or detaining and impriſoning any 
of the natives living under rheir protection, both. 
which they have illegally done ſince the decline of 
the late company's power, and confined a number 
of them, notwithſtanding all remonſtrances made 
by the Britiſh officers, till that noble and gallant 
commander, the preſent. honourable lord Ho ar- 
rived in his majeſty's ſhip Glory, with the Swan 
ſloop under his command, upon the Gold Coaſt, in 
the year 1751, who ſoon after his arrival, did ex- 
amine with the greateſt attention, all the original 
papers relative to the cauſe of the diſpute that hap- 
pened between the officers of the Engliſh and 
Dutch companies. After ſuch examination, he de- 
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| » . manded from the Dutch general the priſoners he 
4 had confined during ſaid diſpute in the caſtle of 
Wl St. George's D. Elmina, the principal Dutch fort 
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upon the coaſt of Africa in that noble manner which 
| it has everbeen the invariable rule of that judicious, 
7 worthy, and great commander to purſue in the 
af ſervice of his country“. . 
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He came to an anchor nearer to Elmina fort, with this ſhip 
and floop under his command, than any merchant ſhip ever 
had been, and ſent an officer on ſhore to demand the priſoners, 
which the Dutch general immediately complied with, to the 
great joy of their countrymen reſiding under the Britiſh forts, 
at their being reſtored to their liberty. 

| It 
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hinder the Dutch officers from exerciſing that ar- 


do, over the Portuguese upon the Gold Coaſt of 
Lice, to prevent their trading at the Britiſh. ſet- 
WS lements, in open violation of a treaty concluded 
etween the Engliſh and Dutch principal officers 
n Africa, and ratified by both companies in Eu- 


: Tr the African committee has not repreſented 
hat affair in a true light to the government, we are 
Wurprized they have neglected it, as it is a very 

yaluable commerce now wholly engroſſed by the 
BDutch; who will not ſuffer the maſter or ſuper- 
Fargo of any Poriugueze veſſel to trade at the En- 
lich forts, or with the Britiſb ſubjects, notwith- 
anding the beforementioned treaty, which, per- 
aps, might be deemed obſolete, ſince the diſſo- 
tion of the late company. If that ſhould be the 
aſe, then, in our humble opinion, it ought to be 
enewed, as well as many other regulations made 
detween the Engliſh and Dutch in Africa. 


% That ſuch Portugueze ſhips as ſhall come to anchor 
in any of the Engliſh roads belonging to any of the Engliſh 
forts or factories, ſhall not be moleſted by any Dutch ſhip 
or ſhips belonging to the ſaid company, nor be blocked up 
by them in the ſaid Engliſh roads, nor attacked and ſeized at 
their going out of the ſaid roads; neither ſhall they offer to 
ſeize any ſhip or ſhips, that have firſt put themſelves under 
the protection of any Britiſh fort, or being in poſſeſſion of any 
Engliſh ' veſſel, they having one of the ſaid royal African 
company's ſervants on board certifying the ſame.” 3 


* That on the other fide, none of the Engliſh forts, or com- 5 


pany's ſhips, ſhall attack, or ſeize, any Portugueze which 
were firſt in poſſeſſion of any Dutch Weſt India company's 
ſhips ; neither ſhall the Engliſh general, or chief director for 
the time being, grant paſſports to any Portugueze ſhips, going 
to or from Brazil, or any of the Portugueze iſlands,” 


It is to be hoped that the Britiſh forts will be put 
upon ſuch an eſtabliſhment, that the officers com- 


bitrary power they have done, and continued to 
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price they give for their ſlaves, which hal 


| ( 38 ) 
If the Britiſh officers ſhould once again obtain me 
that influence and power fo eſſentially neceſſary for 
them to have, in order to open the trading roads 
to the moſt diſtant inland countries of Africa, ſo PU 
long ſtopped, which would be of immenſe advan- Pe 
rage to this country, and, at the ſame time, tof 
prevent the ſubjects of France hereafter | carrying 
to their colonies the moſt valuable Negroes, as wel 
have obſerved they did before the war, and which 
will in a great meaſure be proved, by the extract 
of the following letters from the captains Strange 
and Wyndham, commanders of two of his ma- 
jeſty's ſhips war, dated Africa, 2oth Sept. 1740 


Capt. Strange writes to the following purport: 3 


« The French, by the advantages of cher 
goods, eſpecially Brandies, occaſions a great 


A 


« brought the Eng and Dutch trade to > thel 
” loweſt ebb.” 


Capt. Wyndham writes as follows : : 


6 This concludes the preſent ſtate of the coyall 
« African factories; and as to the Dutch facto- 


<« ries, they, as far as I can learn, make no great all 
r hand of their trade any more than the Engliſh;I fn 
<« the French, who has ten ſhips on the coaſt to an 
« our one, ſeem to flouriſh and carry all before alt 
& hem.” t01 
3 fre 
We. ni it neceſſary here to obſerve, that not- pu 
withſtanding almoſt all the trade had been for 22 
ſome years before, and at that time, carried on by * 


the French on that part of the coaſt where the 
moſt valuable Negroes were to be got; the ſepa- 
rate Brigfh traders — no application to the le- 

| giſlative 


giſlative power to prevent ſuch pernicious com- 
obtain ! merce; though ſeveral remonſtrances were made 
ary fl for that purpoſe by the late royal African company 
2 Po co the government; who alſo did lay before the 
— a FI W public, in ſeveral letters inſerted in the daily pa- 
* pers, as well as by pamphlets, the danger of the 
* * French incroachments. | 5 
. Yet as ſoon as the private traders found the ſaid 

— 10 company applying to parliament for money, to 
hich put their forts upon a proper and reſpectable foor- 
by ning, to prevent foreign innovations upon the ter- 
A ritory and trade under their care, they took the 


trangel 

; EP alarm, awaked from their lethargy, ſtrained 

1740 every nerve, and put every ſcheme in execution 
their invention pointed out, to prevent the com- 


pany's ſucceeding, and to obtain their diſſolution, 


port. which they compleated in the year 1750. But how 


| far the African trade has been improved thereby, 
heit in upwards of twelve years that the African com- 
great mittee have had it under their direction and ma- 
h hai nagement, will appear from the facts and truths 


we have before ſtated, to which we beg leave to 
refer, and to the judgment of our readers. 
Thus far we can undertake to ſay with truth, 
notwithſtanding the great noiſe and clamour raiſed 
at that time by the African merchants for an open 
trade; it was then much more. open and free for 
all Britiſh ſubjects trading thicher, than it has been 


o the 


all 
facto - 


155 g W lince under the direction of the African committee, 
aſt to and the national grants of money more regularly 
before and fairly accounted for, as the late company had, 

tor ſome years before, ſent no ſhip to Africa, but 

freighted the merchandize, ſtores and proviſions 
t not. purchaſed with the money granted by parliament 
n for on board private ſhips; nor were their officers or 
on by ſervants permitted to trade otherwiſe than to barter 
e the! 0 the beſt advantage. The merchandize pur- 
ſeps chaſed with the public money for the better ſup- 
ne le- bo 12 Port 


lative 


— — — 5 wv S D YO 
ES” _ = 
= => MM abs < * 


—  -- 
3 


J Vc 
A q _ — * — * 
2 2 , LY 5 oo 3 48 . = * * nen = -* 
— coach, — _ W * wy £ * — _ PR gs 2 5 — 3 2 : bs 0 
_—— * N * #4 1 1 'D — . * vr - pe 1 WS 
2 7a. . 2 : g . + + W ” 9 7 3 8 * 
tots . 44 | 1 p - 5 
2 - 33 


r 
_ Y 


— 


2 N „ 
LR — r > 3. - 2 a - 
6 ˙ — + — ls ET. RNC j 2 — „ l 
EE rr —_— 
S EIT * 
% 
— * 


= — * 7 — 4 N * _ " 24 = | 2 r* e f . i _ 2 
75 ® 4. ” 2 — 5 — B N 
-$ 


9 & ) 


neither make embezzlement or advantage to them. 
ſelves, according to the eſtabliſhed rules laid down 
by the company, and the method by which their 
principal officers and other ſervants were to ac- 
count for the ſame, who were obliged to give am- 
ple and ſufficient ſecurity, ſtrictly to adhere and 


conform to ſuch rules. All Mfons in the late 


company's ſervice, of what ſtation ſoever, that 
were entruſted with any of their or the govern- 


-ment*s effects, whether the value was much or 1 
little, they were obliged to keep a true account 
of all their receipts and diſburſements in writing, 
and at the end of every two months at fartheſt, to 
render to the council, which preſides at the prin- 
cipal fort, two orignals ſigned by ſaid perſon ſo if 
intruſted, and atteſted to be true by ſome other 
of the company's ſervants, who had been privy to il 
his tranſactions. That the then accountant reſid- 
ing at the principal fort, examined and made his 
remarks upon the account ſo rendered ; and re- 


quired vouchers in writing for ſuch tranſactions as 
were therein mentioned to have been had with Eu- 
ropeans, it being impracticable to have written 


O 
vouchers for dealings with the natives“. 


That ſaid accountant laid all accounts fo ren- | 


dered, with his remarks thereon, before the ſaid 
council, who examined, allowed, or diſallowed 
ſuch accounts, &c. made ſuch deduZions or abate- 
ments to as they ſaw cauſe. That afterwards every 
ſuch account was returned to the accountant as one 
of the vouchers from which he was to compoſe the 
general books to be ſent home to the company. 


* What was paid to the natives for ground-rent, or water- 
cuſtom, or to the company's ſlaves, which appeared by their 
lifts, or to canoe-men, or other free Negroes, each article was 
particularized in the late company's officers accounts in ſuch 
ee, as that no fraud could be committed. 


That 


port of the forts, out of which ſaid ſervants could 


Z A 
HT 2 


That by general Books is meant, journals and 
 Aedgers, where the collections, ariſing from the 
vouchers before mentioned, were reduced into order 
and method. That the council abroad had not 
power to paſs, or allow any account or voucher 
- finally; every thing being ſubject to the compa- 
os future examination and approbation in Eng- 
land. | | | 
That each journal and ledger contained the ac- 
counts of ſix months, which after having been 
duly ſtated and ballanced abroad, they were ſent 
home to the company by the firſt conveyance, to- 
gether with all the original vouchers from which 
they were compoſed and ſigned; duplicates thereof 
were depoſited in the principal forts, in caſe of loſs 
or accident. That as ſoon as poſſible after the 
arrival of che ſaid journals and ledgers in England, 
they were compared by the company's accountant 
general (who was one of the firſt accountants in 
Europe) with the vouchers, and the ſaid vouchers 
_ themſelves were examined; that objections and 
deductions were thereupon made by the company, 
when due cauſe was found for ſo doing. It muſt 
now ſurely clearly appear, that ſo many examina- 
tions of the books and accounts, made by perſons 
whoſe private intereſt had not the leaſt connexions 
with each other, muſt render it extreamly difficulr 
for the late company's ſervants to embezz/e or 
miſapply any of the effects committed to their 
charge with impunity, or without being deleted. 
T hat after the examinations aforeſaid of the ac- 
counts, they were delivered to the auditor of his 
 majeſly's impreſt, and after they were examined 
and compared by the deputy-auditor with the 
vouchers, and certified by him they were right, 
then the company obtained a guzetus to diſcharge 
them from any fam or ſums of money ſo accounted 
for, that they had received from the public ; hav- 


ing 


. | 
ing firſt ſworn to, the truth of ſuch part of ſaid 
accounts as had been tranſacted under their own 
- inſpection, in Europe before one of the barons. of 
his majeſty's exche quer.. +: A 

The following is the copy of a clauſe. from the 
act of parliament for extending and improving the 
trade to Africa, directing in what manner the 
committe are to account for the monies they re- 
ceive from the public for the ſupport of the forts 
in Africa. In page 556. 

ce It is enacted that the committee ſhall, within 
<« one month after the expiration of the year, for 
* or during which they ſhall have been choſen 
« committee-men, lay before the curſitor baron 
of the-exchequer, an account of all the money 
< received by the committee during the preced- 
ing year, and of the application thereof, upon 
„ oath. And the ſaid curſitor baron ſhall, within 
one month after the ſaid account ſhall be laid 
«© before him, examine, paſs, and audit the ſame; 
and for the better diſcovering of the truth of 
c ſuch account, the ſaid curſitor baron is hereby 
* empowered to examine any of the ſaid com- 
< mittee-men, and ſuch other perſon or perſons as 

1 he ſhall judge neceſſary, upon oath, touching 
x e the articles or particulars in ſuch account ex- 
is 6 preſſed, or ſuch of them as the ſaid curſitor ba- 
= ron ſhall think fit; which account, ſo audited 
and paſſed by the curſitor baron, ſhall be 
« final and concluſive, and ſhall be a full and 
« abſolute diſcharge to the ſaid commutee-men, 
without their being compelled. to give or render 
* any further or other account thereof.“ 

By the foregoing clauſe, the African committee 
is only obliged to account for the application in 
Europe of any monies they receive from govern- 
ment, or otherwiſe, for the ſupport of the African | | 
Forts, by laying their annual account before the t 
. | | curſitor f 


- pl * * 9 = 7 * 1 - - 
4 „ * 422 IT" > SE — » = CI; — a 
* / r c 2" IS . 7B” * 3 — ; 4 
: - 7 © - al . 1 2 Ts * — as , x 
— #4 » A ®: P42. -4 * 523 3.4 * 1 2 A* . „ N 2 4 LY wy 2 £2.26. A 


22 ĩ⅛˙Q— a eee te - 
PPP 


— 4 
. — * 
* 


"15-2" A SV) 
a — A — 
= AE . + ns 
— b * — 
- 


—— 


— — —ñ— e In — E322 — Fg 
„ # " . 
27.0» © ISS SY MEA. 
«is 2 
S s + .X% = . 
> > © 
— r 
= . 


( 8] CE = 
| turfitor baron, how they have appropriated faid 
monies, whether by purchaſing and ſhipping mer- 
chandizes, ſtores, and other ſupplies for the uſe of 
the forts, or of any other manner they might have 
diſpoſed of the ſame*. | | 
By faid clauſe, the curſitor baron is obliged to 
audit and paſs the committee's account in one 
month after it is laid before him; though he ſhould 
have objections thereto, as he had to their accounts 
for years 1754, 1755 and-1756. However, he 
paſſed them, but ſubmitted it to the houſe of com- 
mons to allow ſome charges in ſaid accounts, or not, 
that he certainly thought were charged contrary to 
act of parliament, or he would not have objected 
to them. But that would have appeared as well as 
many other facts, with reſpect to their management 
and accounts, if the report, conſiſting of 87 pages, 
of the committee, appointed by the honourable houſe 
of commons to examine into the ſtate and condi- 
tion of the forts in Africa in the year 1758, had 
been examined into. All we can take upon us to 
ſay with reſpect to that affair is, ſaid report was 
prevented being taken into conſideration by the 
houſe, in conſequence of a motion being made and 
ſeconded for ſuch purpoſe, by the African committee's 
Jl ff] 6 
We can with truth undertake to ſay, that many 
irregularities in the African committee's accounts 
were pointed out during the examination before 
the ſeveral committee's appointed by the houſe; 
upon which they deſired leave to bring in ſubſe- 


* By ſuch mode of accounting, the committee may obtain a 
diſcharge for the money granted by parliament, before the ſhip 
ot ſhips that have the merchandize, ſtores, &c, on board ſaid 
money purchaſed, ſails out of the river Thames, Therefore, if 
ſaid merchandize or flores are never landed in M vica for the uſe of 
2 Mes we preſume the committee are no farther accountable 

or them. | | 


quent 


"7" 


Us 
quent accounts to clear up ſuch dbjections as had 
been made, one of which was preſented to the com- 
mittee the 22d April, 1756, wherein'the African 
committee deducted from the ballance of a former 
account they had preſented 189 1 J. ſterling.” We ſhall 
only quote this one inſtance, to ſhew how neceſſary it is 
that the African committee and their ſervants ſnould 
be accountable to the public in the ſame manner the 
late African company was, for any monies they are 
intruſted with by government, for the application of 
ſaid monies on the coaſt of Africa, before they 
ſhould obtain a diſcharge for the fame, which 
would lay them under a neceſſity to examine mi- 
nutely into the accounts they receive from their offi- 
cers in Africa, of the application of ſaid monies 
there; which, as they are now no-ways accountable 
for, we may, we hope without being thought ſe- 
vere, ' preſume is not done; which will, in a great 
meaſure, appear by the ſubſequent account before 
quoted: . beſides, we fear people, who have accounts 
of their own to look after, ſeldom give themſelves 
much trouble about thoſe of the public, unleſs © 
- obligated thereto. e 4 
When the officers, who have the application of the 
public money in Africa, are once fatisfied that their 
accounts will undergo a ſtrict examination by the 
committee, and alſo at the auditor of the impreſts 
office; that it will induce them to be careful how 
they diſpoſe of the merchandize, c. committed to 
their charge; as ſuch officers and their ſureties will 
be liable to make good any deduction there, 
may be made from their accounts. It will likewiſe 
be very advantageous to the inferior fervants of the 
committee; for ſuch good purpoſe, a method can be 
ointed out to prevent the merchandize purchaſed | 
with the public money being made uſe of by the . 
ſuperior officers in trade, for their own account and : 
emolument, to the great injury of the others, many 


. 


inſtances 
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inſtances. of which we have to produce; alſo that 

the ſoldiers, under- ſervants, and company's ſlaves 

have beep paid out of the refuſe, goods that the 
anc 


comm 


ing officers. had taken in the courſe of 


=," 4 2 


caſtle; and at laſt ſold. it to James Hinch, the 
overſeer of the ſlaves, for eight pounds. That op- 
preſſive tranſaction fully points out how neceſſary it 


is that ſome other method of accounting for the 


government's-ſupplies ſhould: be adopted, and car- 
ried into execution, which ſurely there cannot be 
the leaſt objection to. 


: 
„ 


For example, we will ſuppoſe any gentleman in 
England to have an eſtate in Africa, and that he 
was to order Meſſrs. Trueman and company, or 

| K any 
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4 
quent accounts to clear up ſuch objections as had 
been made, one of which was preſented to the com- 
mittee the 22d April, 1756, wherein the African 
committee deducted from the ballance of a former 
account they had preſented 1891 /. ſterling. We ſhall 
only quote this one inſtance, to ſhew how neceſſary it is 
that the African committee and their ſervants ſhould 
be accountable to the public in the ſame manner the 
late African company was, for any monies they are 


intruſted with by government, for the application of 


ſaid monies on the coaſt of Africa, before they 


ſhould obtain a diſcharge for the ſame, which 
would lay them under a neceſſity to examine mi- 


nutely into the accounts they receive from their offi- 
cers in Africa, of the application of ſaid monies 


there; which, as they are now no-ways accountable 


for, we may, we hope without being thought ſe- 
vere, preſume is not done; which will, in a great 
meaſure, appear by the ſubſequent account before 


quoted: beſides, we fear people, who have accounts 


of their own to look after, ſeldom give themſelves 


much trouble about thoſe of the public, unleſs 


obligated thereto. _ 


committee, and alſo at the auditor of the impreſts 
office; that it will induce them to be careful how 
they diſpoſe of the merchandize, c. committed to 
their charge; as ſuch officers and their ſureties will 


be liable to make good any deduction there, 


may be made from their accounts. It will likewiſe 


be very advantageous to the inferior fervants of the 


committee; for ſuch good purpoſe, a method can be 
pointed out to prevent the merchandize purchaſed 
with the public money being made uſe of by the 
ſuperior officers in trade, for their own account and 
emolument, to the great injury of the others, many 
inſtances 


When the officers, who have the application of the 
public money in Africa, are once fatisfied that their 
accounts will undergo a ſtrict examination by the 
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inſtances of which we have to produce; alſo that 


have been paid ,our of che refuſe. goods that the 


their Wade; iu t 10 en 
A ſingle inſtance of ſuch inhumanity to the in- 
ferior ſervants we think ſufficient to trouble the 
public with, which happened during governor Mel - 
vil's command; and that we ſhould not now par- 
ticularly take notice of, but as it fell under our ob- 
ſervation when we were upon the ſpot. It alſo was 
W 2 charge urged; againſt Mr. Melvil when living, 
W which he never attempted to contradict, to wit, 


f / that John Sweidger, a Pruſſian, and Gardiner at 


Cape Coaſt, deſired his diſcharge, wanting to go to 
his own country. Mr. Melvil, the then governor 
and treaſurer at Cape Coaſt Caſtle, whoſe buſineſs 
it was to give written orders upon the warehouſe 
(or ſtorekeeper) to pay the ſervants, gave ſaid 
Sweidger a note upon the . warehouſe-keeper, for 
wages due to him, amounting to 28 J. gold value, 
which is about 27 J. 25. 64. ſterling, which ſaid 
warehouſe-keeper offered to pay inguns, that would 
not even purchaſe the poor man a little freſh provi- 


the governor and warehouſe-keeper, finding he could 
not obtain any thing elſe, he offered the governor's 
note for 287. to ſale to ſeveral of the ſervants in the 
caſtle; and at laſt ſold it to James Hinch, the 
overſeer of the ſlaves, for eight pounds. That op- 
preſſive tranſaction fully points out how neceſſary it 
is that ſome other method of accounting for the 
government's ſupplies ſhould be adopted, and car- 
ried into execution, which ſurely there cannot be 
the leaſt objection to. Db 

For example, we will ſuppoſe any gentleman in 
England to have an eſtate in Africa, and that he 
was to order Meſſrs. Trueman and company, or 
K any 


the ſoldiers, under-ſervants, and company's ſlaves 


commanding ; officers. had taken in the courſe of | 


ſions for his voyage. After repeated applications to 
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any other reſpectable merchants in the eity of Low. 
don, to fend out a ſteward to fuperincend and take 
care of the improvemeut of ſuch eſtate; and that 
they were to take ſecurity from ſaid ſteward for the 
value of any monies or merchandize, &c, that he 
may be entruſted with, to pay the ſervants reſiding 
thereupon, and other expences ; alſo charges of 
building and repairs. Is it to be ſuppoſed ſaid 
gentlemen, notwithſtanding he had the greateſt faith 
in, and opinion of the integrity and honeſty of ſaid 
merchants, would be ſatisfied with their giving him 
an account only of their having ſent ſuch ſteward, 
merchandize, ſtores and proviſions to his eſtate, 
without an account from the ſteward, properly 
vouched, of the application thereof in Africa? 
Surely no! then if a private perſon thinks it ne- 
ceſſary to have ſuch an authenticated account, we 
ſubmit it to the judgment of our readers to deter- 
mine, whether they think it reaſonable the public iſ 
ſhould expect the ſame or not. We, for our own 
parts, are inclined to believe, that people intruſted 
with the application of public monies, at ſo great 
2 diſtance as Africa, when they can make ſuch 
immenſe advantage of it as the committe's officers 
can, will be induced to embrace the opportunity, 
however diſadyantageous it may be to their coun- 
try, when they are ſatisfied little care will be taken 
how they account for the ſa ge. 


We ſhall conclude this pamphlet, with inſert- 
ing a copy of a petition, ſigned by the planters of 
the iſland of Barbadoes, in the year 1710. The rea- 
ſons and obſervations contained therein, in our 
humble opinion, fully point out, that they fore- 
ſaw what has in effect ſince happened; therefore 
we beg leave to ſubmit it to our readers to form 
their own judgment upon, 3 
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Too the queen's moſt excellent majeſty,  -- 


The bumble petition of ſeveral planters and others, 


inhabitants of your majeſty's iſland of Barba- 
does, e SF 01 


| Sheweth, 2 


<< That the tender care and regard your majeſty 


« hath conſtantly had of all your ſubjects, en- 


c courages your petitioners, who are deeply con- 


« cerned in the trade to Africa, The conſtant 
“ ſupply of Negroes at moderate prices, being the 
< chief ſupport of this colony; whereby we can 
e only be enabled to preſerve the ſtaple of ſugar, and 
tc other commodities, and to afford them in greater 
quantities, and cheaper than other nations; moſt 
« humbly beg leave to lay before your majeſty, 
e that for many years, while the royal African 
* company had the ſole management of that trade, 
ee this iſland was duly ſupplied with a ſufficient 


* number of Negroes at moderate prices, from 


* 10/7. to 207. per head the higheſt, which was a 
„ yery. great encouragement; and enabled us 
« greatly to improve the manufacture of this iſland. 
But for ſeveral years paſt; ſince the trade has 
«© been laid open, the number of Negroes im- 


ported by the. royal African company, and ſe- 


* parate traders together, have not been ſufficient 
<« toſupply this iſland ; and thoſe which have been 
* imported, have been ſold at extravagant prices, 
« from 201. to 40/. per head, eſpecially thoſe 
* which are tolerably good; which your petitioners 
„ conceive to have been occaſioned by the diffe- 
<< rent intereſts of the ſeparate traders, each bidding 
** upon the other; of which the natives upon the 
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e their own commodities, and ſunk the price of 
4e thoſe, bf Great Britain, and this [iſland ; ee 
6 js an unſpeakable damage, and diſcouragerngge 
«© to your ” petitioners, "tends tõ the ruin 
trade, the lefſening your majeſty's as, and 
9 the navigation of Great Britain.“ 88992 
4 
| 0 „ your petitioners humbly pray, 
. that the Britiſh intereſt on the coaſt of 
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I e put upon ſuch a foot, that a ſufficient 

+ | Put upo 

1 „ number of Negroes. may be had upon 
J « the coaſt, on moderate terms, and your 
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Þ And your petitioners, : as in 2270 bound, ſhall 
« ever pray.” 
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Barbadoes, 
Aug. 1, 1710. 
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Thomas Carney, &c.. Ce. G 
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Page 10, laſt line, for this 7, read this aur; p. 11. 1. 19, 


me, r. induced us; p. 23, I. 30, for aſſertions, r. aſſertion; p. 26, 
I. 28, for that, r. thoſe; p. 27, I. 18, for thoſe kept, x r. 
thoſe that were kept ;"p. 35, I. 7, for 7 have, r. we have; p. 37» 
I. 37, for ben, r. been; p. 46, I. 12, for taken, r. taker ; p. 49s 
J. 10, for committee, . 3 3 p. 56, in note, I. 1, for thi 


ſhip, r. the 25 


„% abs hore john of 


Africa may be preſerved; and the trade 


for editor is, r. editors are; p. 14, 1. 2, for made me, T. made wt; 
p. 20, I. 5. for this 1, r. this we; p. 21, 1. 3, for induced 


